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THE NAHCOTTA 


Passenger Steamer on the Astoria Megler run for the Oregon Railroad & 


Sally the 
Salmon Says... 


My brothers and sisters 
tell me that, not a better 
fisherman, nor, well liked 
gentleman ever existed in 
the gillnet fishery from the 
Columbia River to Alaska, 
as Abby Ihander. 






Navigation Company from 1908 to 1921, See page 20 


Abby Ihander 
See Page 34 
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Gillnetter, 


Mildred Carlstrom - 
Springfield, OR 
Dorothy Messenger - 
Marysville, WA 
Arvid North - Astoria, OR 
Mildred Anderson - 
Knappa, OR 
Judy McIntyre - Knappa, OR 
Albert Berry - Longview, WA 
Tom Abrams - Richland, WA 
Denny & Sara Holmes - 
Warrenton, OR 
Clarence Richrod - 
Gearhart, OR 
Bill & Joan Kuluris - 
Orange, CA 
Shirley Tinner - Astoria, OR 
Don Coughlin - Chinook, WA 
Carol Lahti - Astoria, OR 
Jesse Jones - Santa Barbara, CA 
Don Johnson - Astoria, OR 
Gladys Halson - Knappa, OR 
John Toftemark - Astoria, OR 
Carl & Pat Bartruff - 
Portland, OR 
George Beall - Portland, OR 





Official Publication of the 


Columbia River Fishermen’s Protective Union 
One of the oldest Conservation Unions on the West Coast 
Incorporated in 1884 
P.O. Box 627, Astoria, Oregon 97103 
Jon Westerholm, Editor - Phone (503) 325-2702 


FORWARD 

This paper is being published for the purpose of keeping the public and fishermen informed 

of the facts and happenings in regard to the Columbia River Fishing Industry and people 
connected with it. Historical articles and pictures will also be emphasized. The advertisements which 
appear within make it financially possible to publish this paper and we hope you will 
in return patronize and thank the business people who contribute to this cause. Anyone who 
wishes to contribute articles, pictures, stories, or ads, please contact the editor at: 

P.O. Box 627, Astoria, Oregon 97103 or call (503) 325-2702 


Help Support the 
Columbia River Gulhnetter Publication 


The Columbia River Gillnetter is one of the only remaining publications on the 
west coast devoted exclusively to gillnetting. We have been making a difference 
for 39 years, Our continued existence is threatened by increasing production 
and mailing costs. Now more than ever, we need a voice to represent our side 
of the issue, and the Gillnetter is an important Contact with fishermen, lawmak- 
ers and the public. If you would like to help, send donations to Columbia River 


The following individuals have made a contribution to the Columbia River Gillnetter Publication, 
which will be used to help continue the publication and mailing of the free informational newspa- 
per. We thank them for their support 


August 2007 - December 2007 


This paper was Started for your benefit in 1969 to help keep you informed on Gillnet issues. As we are 
nor-profit, we depend on advertising and donations to keep publishing and mailing this newsletter. 


Please make your contributions to: Columbia River Gillnetter, P.O. Box 627, Astoria, OR 97103 














































Malcom Smith/ Remax - 
Warrenton OR 
Terry Mahoney - Seattle, WA 
Terry Reusser - Warrenton, OR 
Robert Smith - Portland, OR 
Court Smith - Corvallis, OR 
Bruce Hansen - 
Sauvies Island, OR 
Gary Ziak - Knappa, OR 
Fleming Pedersen - 
Junction City, OR 
Nancy Anderson - Knappton 
Cove - Gearhart, OR 
Dewey Maxon - Svensen, OR 
John & June Bozanich - 
Thousand Palms, CA 
Vern & Janet Heikkila - 
Westport, WA 
Cliff Crandall - 
Cedar Rapids, IA 
Rex Vinson - Sheridan, OR 
Fred Westfall - Port Angeles, WA 
Mel & Myrtle Hjorten - 
Astoria, OR 
Tim Gortler - St. Helens, OR 

































Amelia Bristow Memorial 
Don Cassady - Tillamook, OR 


Nick Budnick Memorial 
Budnick Family - Warrenton, OR 


Trygve Duoos Memorial 
Rolf Bremer - Brookline, NH 


John Haglund Memorial 
Don Riswick, Jr. - Port Orchard, WA 


Fred Korhonen Memorial 
Dar Newell - Portland, OR 


Randy Baxter Memorial 
Elmer Hjorten - Shoreline, WA 


Dick Skipper Memorial 

Katherine Skipper - Seaside, OR 

Bob & Pat Williamson - Svensen, OR 

John & Sue Wall - Svensen, OR 

Trudy Boyd - Astoria, OR 

Lars Gjovik - Astoria, OR 

Jack & Georgia Marincovich - 
Astoria, OR 

Joanne Posey - Svensen, OR 

Vivian Dunsmoor - Svensen, OR 

Virginia Hekala - Mollala, OR 

Terry Dorvinen - Powell Butte, OR 


Abby Ihander Memorial 

Ron & Louise Hubbard - Astoria, OR 

Harlan Olsen - Astoria, OR 

George & Almeda Siverson - 
Astoria, OR 

Gerald & Lois Carlson - Astoria, OR 

Glenn & Mary Larsen - Astoria, OR 

Fred Korhonen - Astoria, OR 

Don & Jean Brunner - Astoria, OR 

Elsie Niemi - Astoria, OR 

Walt & Joeann Fransen - Astoria, OR 

Eldon Korpela - Astoria, OR 

Lawrence Newell - Astoria, OR 

Bob Gohl - Astoria, OR 


Don & Pat Abrahams - Svensen, OR 
Jerry Ostermiller & Lynne Johnson 
- Astoria, OR 
Jon Westerholm - Brownsmead, OR 
John & Margaret Hill - Astoria, OR 
Richard & Melissa Powell - 
Astoria, OR 
Walt & Nancy Nelson - Astoria, OR 
Bob Reiter - Warrenton, OR 
Salmon For All - Astoria, OR 
Roy & Liz Niemi - Astoria, OR 
Harry Philips - Astoria, OR 
Ken Thompson - Astoria, OR 
Dick Thompson - Astoria, OR 
Chris Thompson - Astoria, OR 
Don & Edith Helligso - Astoria, OR 
Colleen Simonsen - Hammond, OR 
Harold Hendrickson - Astoria, OR 
Philip & Nettie Blair - Astoria, OR 
Walt Hendrickson - Shelton WA 
Bob & Peggy Johanson - Rainier, OR 
Violet Olsen - Astoria, OR 
Jerry & Charlotte Westerholm - 
Gearhart, OR 
Clarence Tolva - Chinook, WA 
Trudy Boyd - Astoria, OR 
Willard & Susan Ivanoff - 
Astoria, OR 
Diane Finucane - Astoria, OR 
Jim & Barbara Wells - Knappa, OR 
Warren & Jean Mattson - 
Astoria, OR 
Ron Angberg - Astoria, OR 
Jon & Joan Chambreau - 
Ilwaco, WA 
Laura Reith- Astoria, OR 
Patricia Krumm - 
Oregon City, OR 
Darla Salo - Astoria, OR 
Kent Johnson - Astoria, OR 
Bob Wegdahl - Longview, WA 
Gene Jaques - Scappoose, OR 
James & Vera Spain - Astoria, OR 
Alan & Linda Takalo - 
Brownsmead, OR 
Gordon & Carol Wolfgram - 
Astoria, OR 


Join your 
Union 


The CRFPU board has 
authorized lessor membership 
price of $100.00 or $50.00 per 
year for those who want to 

help out. 
The yearly voting membership 
remains at $150.00. 

A Union card and receipt will 
be issued in each case. 
Send Dues checks to: 
Jack Marincovich, 
CRFPU 
P. O. Box 627 
Astoria, OR 97103 


PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES! 
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Demography 
and Democracy 


In our attempt to reverse the 
ever downward spiral of certain 
plant and animal populations, 
including the Columbia River 
Chinook Salmon, we must step 
back and take a look at the 
correlating increase in human 
numbers and development in 
the Northwest and the Colum- 
bia Basin. We must do this if we 
truly want to save Salmon and 
then plan for the future accord- 
ingly. We owe this to our chil- 
dren and grandchildren. 

In the case of Salmon, we 
must assure that they have 
proper amounts and kinds of 
water without thermal condi- 
tions and pollution amounts in 
the rivers to assure their sur- 
vival and future propagation. 
There has to be adequate habitat 
and natural environment for 
fish as well as other animal spe- 
cies. 

We must keep our human de- 
mands under control with limits 
as to what we do and don’t do. 
If we move forward cautiously, 
in this way, and are willing to 
sacrifice for the many fragile 
species such as Salmon, then 
perhaps there is a chance. As 
we move into an era with more 
alternative and environmentally 
friendly power sources and 
begin to remove some of 


the older, inefficient, and unnec- 
essary hydro dams, opening up 
new habitat, we are taking giant 
strides forward in reversing the 
descending spiral of Salmonids, 
in the Columbia River system. 

As we approach the Colum- 
bia River Salmon allocation, 
Stakeholder meetings with 
representatives from each of the 
user groups we expect to see a 
long range agreement based on 
recognition and fairness for all. 
We should be able to see coop- 
eration, friendly negotiation 
and reasonable fact filled dis- 
cussions. No one group should 
expect to come out with a domi- 
nant portion compared to the 
present numbers and all groups 
should be thinking of a conser- 
vation of the resource related 
final decision. 

Our move to the now CRF- 
PU-Columbia River Gillnetter 
office is slowly taking place. We 
are now in room 3-A, first floor 
near the East end door of the 
Port of Astoria office building. 
Our address P.O. Box 627, and 
our phone number, 503-325- 
2702, remain the same. At the 
same time our recycle trailer, 
tipped over by the big Decem- 
ber wind, is back on its wheels 
and ready to accept more old 
web and leadline, located at the 


THE LOGGER 
RESTAURANT 


Hwy. 30 & Knappa Road 
High Climber Cocktail Lounge 






Orders to Go 503-458-6886 


Non-Smoking Restaurant 
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 
Lottery Service Center 


New Owners: 





Catering Available 503-458-6100 


Mary Ann & Kari Hall - Mark Alfonse 





entrance to Pier 3 boat storage. 
Stop by. 

In addition, on the aforemen- 
tioned Save the Salmon Issue, 

I recommend for your reading 
and consideration, the article, 
“Preparing for Change”, in the 
February 21 issue of Fishermens 
News. 

Zeke Grader and Glen Spain, 
of the Pacific Coast Federation 
of Fishermens Associations, 
have put together an excellent 
treatise on what they feel are 
the “Top 9” list of changes we 
would like to see in our West 
Coast Fisheries, for the next 
congress and new administra- 
tion to act on in 2009. 


Editor - Jon Westerholm 


Warrenton 
Boat Yard 


FULL-SERVICE MARINE RAILWAYS 







COMMERCIAL ¢ YACHT * SAILBOAT 
FIBERGLASS * WOOD ¢ STEEL 
BOAT REPAIR 
COMPLETE HULL BOTTOM MAINTENANCE 


Salmi Brothers 
NE Bay & NE Harbor Ct. 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
861-1311 















































AGENT FOR 
Grange Insurance Group 


United Heritage Property & Casualty 


1361 Duane St., Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 325-4748 
Fax (503) 325-4118 
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Columbia Pacific 
Marine Works Inc. 


SPECIALIZING IN STERN DRIVES 
CUSTOM FAB. & WELDING 


(503) 325-4310 Bob, Lasse, & Doug 


531 GATEWAY Astoria, OR 97103 
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Jack Marincovich 
CREFPU Executive Secretaries 
Bow Picker 


In the sling at the Clifton Warehouse 


Final resting place at the 
Cannery Pier Hotel 


Thecompleat Photographer 


& The Frame Shop 


ANNOUNCES... OUR RETIREMENT 
TVET WN @ OLB ZO) UVAROLUINGLUCH ETE 
PRIVILEGE TO SERVE YOU | 


OUR P87 DAY. OF BUSINESS WILLBE MARCH 31Sq 2008. 
PLEASE COME SEE US IF WE CAN@@SIST YOU INANTWAY. 
475 14" Street Astoria 503-325-0759 





Gillnet Fishing 
on the Columbia 
1948-2007 


by Jack Marincovich 


I would just like to bring our 
reader up to date on some of the 
changes that have taken place in 
the Columbia River Fishery. In 
the early years the Bow picker 
square stern and double ended 
wooden boasts were used. In 

the early sixties the Reel Boats 
started to come into the fishery. 
First these boats were of wood 
material and then later fiberglass 
and a few aluminum boats. It 
was about 50-50 between stern 
pickers and wooden Bow pickers 
in use in the Columbia River. 


In the present day it is hard to 
find a wooden Bow picker in use 
on the Columbia, which back 

in the fifties was the back bone 

of the fishery. Along, with the 
changes in the type of boats being 
fished the linen nets were start- 
ing to be replaced by nylon web 
and the wooden corks were being 
replaced by plastic corks. 


Naturally as the type of boats 
and gear made changes our fish- 
ing seasons had to change. In the 
early years of our fishery the Fish 
Commission would usually have 
a meeting in the first part of the 
year and the seasons would usu- 
ally be set for the rest of the year. 
Dates that were used Jan. 29th 
for the winter season which ran 
through February, then Spring 
Season April 30th through May, 
and the Summer Season June 
10th till July 15th, then August 
1st to the 25th, then September 
10th Fall Season would open and 
would stay open through most of 
November. 


With Seasons set beforehand the 
Fishermen had a chance to pre- 





pare for the upcoming season. 
They would usually repair their 
boats, fix new gear and snag their 
drifts in the months of March and 
April to get ready for the spring 
season. It was a very orderly way 
to carry on your business because 
you new when the season was 
going to open and what kind of 
gear you could use and where 
you could fish. 


In the mid 1970's the Fish Com- 
mission and the Game Commis- 
sion merged together and the 
fishery was managed by seven 
commissioners appointed by the 
Governor. Also, Steelhead be- 
came a game fish and that really 
changed the way the fishery was 
managed. We had to change our 
gear, the time and the area where 
we fished. Then in recent years 
with some fish runs being placed 
on the endangered species list 
along with the Wild Fish Policy 
when it comes time to go fishing 
we don’t know from day to day 
when or where we are going to 
fish and even what kind of gear 
we can use. 


We have now been asked to use a 
special kind of net called a tangle 
net and along that a recovery box 
to protect the wild fish before we 
return them to the river. The end 
result of all these new types of 
regulations is that we let ten fish 
go through our fishery in able to 
keep one fish. I think it is fair to 
say the only user group that is 
taking more than its allocation 
share is the Sea Lions. 


Thope that after reading all this 
you can better understand the 
changes that our fishery has 

gone through in the last fifty plus 
years. 


Jack Marincovich 


Executive Secretary 
CRFPU 











Vinson Brothers Construction 


CCB 66679 
Rock Products * Excavation 
Underground Uilitis 
Septic Systems 


VB. Construction Inc, 
92740 Knappa Dock Re. 
Astoria, OR 97103 


Phone (503) 458-6561 
Fax (503) 458-6763 


HUMP’S 


Dennis Vinson 


Home (503) 325-4125 
Cellullar (503) 741-0170 


RESTAURANT 
Open at 7 am everyday 


¢ in Clatskanie ¢ 
503-728-2626 





WEST COAST 
PROPELLER 
SERVICE 


of Warrenton, Oregon 






Hi-Torque Propellers, the 
Captain’s Choice! 


Certified & Authorized factory 
Repair Station 


Propellers & Shafts 
our specialty 


Welding — Machine Shop 


827 NE Harbor Street, 
Warrenton OR 


(503) 861-1483 fax 861-1112 


Now two locations to serve 
you: Warrenton and 
Homer, Alaska! 


41871 Kachemak Dr. 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
(907) 235-3737 





To the Editor 


Jon, 


Greatly appreciate the “Gillnett- 
er”, my 10 years in Astoria ‘67-’73 
are full of fond memories. I know 
many gillnetters, and three of my five 
children were born at St. Marys. 

Rolf Bremer 
Brookline, NH 
Dear Jon, 

Enclosed is a little check in memory 
of Abby. He was a great friend & 
helped me in my fishing endeavors. 
Keep up the good work on the paper. I 
look forward to it. 

Bob Wegdahl 
Longview, WA 
The Gillnetter, 

I always enjoy getting the Gillnetter 
but am usually sad to hear about the 
passing of old friends and long time 
fishermen. There are quite a few for- 
mer Astorians (Clatsop County folk) 
who now live in Scappoose. I always 
pass along your magazine to the many 
interested folks. I really miss my good 
friend Abby Ihander. 

Gene Jaques 
Scappoose, OR 


Dear Jon, 

I just cant thank you enough. You 
do a extraordinary job. Bringing back 
many precious memories. Respectfully 
yours 
Elmer Hjorten 
Shoreline, WA 
Jon, 

We enjoy your magazine so much. 
Hope to keep getting it & keep up with 
old friends. 

John & June Bozanich 
Thousand Palms, CA 
Dear Jon, 

I hope this contribution will help 
support the ongoing success of the 
Columbia River Gillnetter. 

Vern Heikkila 
Westport, WA 
Dear Jon, 
It was good talking to you but you 


seemed to be a little surprised that my 
dad Rolf Vinson had been a commer- 
cial fisherman. 

Axel Bjorklund has an extra boat 
and net and hired dad to fish the boat. 
He had the boat at Ivy. I don’t know 
how many years my dad fished for 
Axel but it was in the middle of the 
19205 til around 1931, The price of 
salmon was a penny a pound. 

Rex Vinson 
Sheridan, OR 
Hi Jon, 

Keep up the good work with the 
Columbia River Gillnetter. I sure enjoy 
each and every one, and I read it cover 
to cover. Its sad to see all the old fish- 
ermen passing on, but that’s life! 

For your information in the Winter 
2007 vol. 38, No. I on page 10, that’s 
my old wooden boat that Rick Lohti 
re-built. There is a great story behind 
its repair. 

It was my second gillnet boat many 
years ago, and it had been built in St. 
Helens in the early 503. It was built 
for Lee Taylor, and he fished the Hew- 
litt Drift. He retired, and I purchased 
his whole outfit. When Lee had it, it 
was named the Betty J. I then changed 
it to the Night Hawk and I still fish 
with it. It’s truly a great old wooden 
boat after Rick got through with it. 
Bruce Hansen 
Sauvies Island 
Dear Jon, 

As so many long time Columbia 
River citizens have written, it is just 
a pleasure to review memories of the 
river through your publication. This 
sentiment is seconded by my brother 
George and sister Jane Lohan. 

Our dad just loved the river, from 
seining out of Quincy at the Hard B 
grounds to gillnetting out of Astoria. I 
had the good fortune to boat pull for 
our dad on a double ender to Hicks 
manual roller boat. A lot of hard work 
but a great experience to be with my 
father. 

See, there I am reminiscing, and I 
love it. 

Continued success. 
Cliff Crandall 
Cedar Rapids, IA 











“We 
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it” 
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Appliances & 
Home Furnishings 


As Always 
Supporting our 
Local Fishermen! 


Mon-Fri 8 am to 6 pm 
Saturday 9 am to 5 pm 
Sunday 12 to 4pm 


529 SE Marlin, 
Warrenton Oregon 


861-0929 


Pree*ParkingeRree Delryery 
Free RemovaleFree Set-up 


Hunt’s Market 


¢« FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE « 
« VIDEOS « BEER« ICE« 
¢ CARHART CLOTHING ¢ 


40490 Old Hwy 30 
Svensen-Astoria, OR 
503-458-6288 


Monday-Saturday, Closed Sunday 





North Coast 
Chiropractic 
Center 


Appointments: (503) 861-1661 
Fax (503) 861-1662 
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679 E Harbor St, Suite 140 
P.O. Box 279 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
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After some 8 years in our old location, over 
tance to the Port of Astoria Office Building. Thi 
maintain the same mailing address P.O. Box 627 & p 


CRFPU On The Move 


looking the West Mooring Basin, we are moving our office, a short dis- 
s will also be the new home base for the “Gillnetter”. We will continue to 
hone number, 325-2702, at 422 Gateway room A-3. 


Our nylon gillnet web and old leadline recycling program will continue from that address and phone number, with the 


collection point being located at the entrance to 
for donating your old netting and leadlin 
from the environment, and at the same time provi 


turn the web in in easy to handle plastic bags, lines free. Thank You. 


Pier 3 boat storage area at the recycle trailer. We thank all of you fishermen 
e. We have a good program going that gives you a good place to get rid of it away 
des some extra income to help the Union. We hope you will continue to 


Columbia River Fishermen Protective Union Offices as they look now. 


“Old Office, 322 10th St., Astoria 
1940-1999 
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C | T LUMBER 

COMPANY 

¢ Lumber ¢ Plywood ¢ Paint « 

¢ Plumbing ¢ Electric Supplies « 
¢ Garden Supplies « 














2142 Commercial 
Astoria, OR 97103 
325-4511 or 800-248-4511 
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Anheuser-Busch Budweiser Breweries 


Larry Perkins 
President 


CLATSOP DISTRIBUTING CO. 


1375 S.E. 12th Pl, Warrenton, OR 97146 
P. O. Box 420 ¢ Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 861-4275 « FAX (503) 861-2750 


Old New Office, West Mooring Basin, Astoria 


1999-2007 


New-New Office, Port of Astoria A-3, Astoria 





Don Herlin Painting 


Licensed « Bonded « Insured 










Residential - Commercial 
Interior - Exterior 
32 years experience 


903-325-3615 


Astoria, OR 97103 
CCB #74419 

















Who? What? Where? _ house ona barge is their Great These are some of the ques- 


Grandfather Jon Holmes. tions that Larry is looking for 
Larry Petersen of Astoria Were these temporary living the answers to, in his search 

submitted these three old time quarters or was ita fish receiv- _ for identification. If you have 
pictures depicting Gillnetting ing scow? Was the large floating pertinent information or ideas, 
and possibly seining activities bunk house related toa seining _ please contact us. 
on the Columbia River shortly 0 4 trap operation? Where, on h 
after 1900. No sails are visible the river, was the location of psa ars 
on the double end boats and these pictures? nike Ges 


they have the one cylinder en- 
gines so typical of that time. 


Larry and his brother Denny 
are doing family research on 
their ancestors and their Com- 
mercial Fishing experience on 
the Columbia. We will carry 
their story in a later issue of the 
Gillnetter. 





Their Grandfather Sigurd 
Petersen is one of the men 
shown in the lone boat picture 
and the fellow standing in the 
doorway of the small floating 





ASTORIA 
BUSINESS 
FINANCIAL ICIAL SERVICES. 5 INC. EQUIPMENT co. 
ifeim ber NAS D/Si PC & Columbia 


Chocolates 
STOCKS, BONDS AND MUTUAL FUNDS 


“Serving the Columbia 
MARK HEDEEN North Coast Area” 
Financial Advisor 


1332 Commercial St. 
Astoria 503/325-9750 


FAX 325-2975 


#1 12th Street, Suite #7, Astoria, OR 97103 
Phone: 503.325.0677 





At this writing, the Columbia 
River Salmon Visioning Process 
stakeholders group has met a 
total of three times. The first ses- 
sion was entirely about process. 
With a joint session of the Oregon 
and Washington Fish & Wildlife 
Commissions set for January 10, 
2008, that left only two days for 
the stakeholders group to begin 
their dialogue before the joint ses- 
sion. A fourth meeting had been 
scheduled for early December, but 
was cancelled in the wake of the 
twin cyclones that hit the coast at 
the beginning of the month. Many 
people, including some of the 
stakeholders, had their hands full 
with emergency repairs. The dis- 
cussions would have to wait. 

The two meetings, December 
20 in Longview, and January 8 
in Salem, have shown surprising 
signs of promise. Most everyone 
around the table has shown not 
only a willingness to learn, but in 
fact has learned a great deal about 
the needs and concerns of those 
on the other side of the funda- 
mental issues. That said, there is a 
transparent undercurrent at play 
on the part of one who has no in- 
terest in reaching consensus or 


resolution. Where all this will lead 
at this point is anyone’s guess. 


The Washington Commission 
held a hearing on Saturday, Janu- 
ary 12, 2008, the agenda for which 
included public testimony on 
spring and summer Chinook allo- 
cations. Thankfully, the testimony 
on Saturday the 12th was limited 
to 3-1/2 hours, unlike the mara- 
thon at the Commission hearing 
in Olympia two years ago. One of 
the most problematic issues fac- 
ing us is that there are four new 
Commissioners. The Washington 
Commission has been heavily 
lobbied to reshape allocations 
to favor the recreational fishing 
industry. That point was made 
abundantly clear at the Joint 
Commission meeting, January 
10 in Vancouver. Commissioner 
Douvia of Kettle Falls, one of the 
new appointees, closely ques- 
tioned Guy Norman, WDFW Re- 
gion 5 Director, and Curt Melcher, 
ODFW Deputy Director, about 
the economic contributions of the 
commercial and recreational sec- 
tors of the Columbia River fish- 
ery. Refreshingly, Commissioner 
Orr of Spokane, also one of the 


Representing 
the 


Columbia River Foodfish 
Industry since 1958 








Salmon For All News 


The Columbia River Salmon Visioning Process & Spring Salmon Allocations 


new appointees, forcefully rebut- 
ted setting economic values for 
either sector of the fishery. He 
concluded by saying, “Figures 
don’t lie; but liars figure.” 

The Washington Commission 
will not vote on allocations until 
its next scheduled meeting, Friday 
and Saturday, February 1 & 2 in 
Olympia. The Oregon Commis- 
sion will take up the subject of al- 
locations at its next meeting, Fri- 
day, February 8 in Salem. Neither 
agenda is available at this time. 

It should be noted, however, that 
the stakeholder process was initi- 
ated at the behest of Chair Rae 

of the Oregon Commission, who 
began seeking collaborative solu- 
tions to replace the “Battle Royal” 
before the Commissions more 
than a year ago. During the Joint 
Commission meeting on January 
10, Oregon Commissioner Zane 
Smith recommended that the two 
Commissions leave allocations at 
status quo until the stakehold- 
ers group has a chance to reach 

a successful conclusion. In point 
of fact, it would appear that none 
of the Commissioners who has 
already experienced an allocation 
battle relishes the thought of go- 
ing through it again. 


Cedar Creek Coho & the CCA 
Gary Loomis, of graphite fish- 

ing rod fame, founder of Fish 
First and prime mover behind 
bringing the Coastal Conservation 
Association (CCA) to the Pacific 
Northwest, has been touring for 
months with a standard stump 
speech about how he improved 
Cedar Creek coho runs, which had 
been “given up for dead,” with a 





salmon enhancement project. Ce- 
dar Creek is a small tributary of 
the Lewis River in Clark County, 
Washington. Loomis says he built 
up this coho run to 16,000 in 
2002, only to have “his” fish tar- 
geted by commercial gillnetters 
in 2003, who, he claims, nearly 
wiped out the run. Instead of the 
20,000 coho he says he expected 
to return to Cedar Creek, only 
6000 made it back, due to over- 
fishing both in the ocean and in 
the river. 


The story of Gary Loomis and 
“his” Cedar Creek coho has re- 
ceived wide media coverage. But 
what is the truth about Cedar 
Creek coho? Washington Dept. of 
Fish & Wildlife figures tell a differ- 


ent story from the 
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Cedar Creek Coho Run-Size, Escapement, & Mainstem Comm. Catch 


one Gary Loomis tells. The table 
below shows the statistics for 
Cedar Creek coho as calculated 
by WDEW staff. These numbers 
are based on estimates using 
Departmental sampling data and 
widely accepted fishery model- 
ing procedures. They indicate 
that commercial and sport fishers 
both harvested a portion of the 
Cedar Creek run, with substantial 
es-capement returning as brood 
stock for future runs. 


In the graph below: the bot- 
tom line is the estimated main- 
stem commercial catch; the middle 
line is escapement to Cedar Creek; 
and the top is the total Cedar 
Creek run-size returning to the 
Columbia River, with adjustments 
from coded wire tag counts. 










Estimated Mainstem Total 
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While we applaud efforts such 
as the Cedar Creek project to im- 
prove habitat and fish runs, the 
credibility of such efforts with the 
public and with funding agencies 
relies on the accurate portrayal 
of results. Further, such projects 
are intended to enhance fisheries, 
both sport and commercial, which 
this one did, as well as success- 
fully rebuilding the run of coho. 
Instead of the failure which Mr. 
Loomis portrays, the project was a 
success. And that’s the real story, 
not the one running in the media. 


Executive Director SFA Hobe Kytr 


Escapement estimates are from D. 


; ; ; Rawdings, WDFW. 
Year of Cedar Creek Total Cedar Mainstem Commercial Mainstem Mainsteni Rorerc Ih Amee ate 
Return Escapement Creek Return Harvest Harvest Rate Harvest Rate total harvest rate are calculated from 
1999 catch statistics compared with the final 
| = 2000s | 499 Sa LSS a [OR | 20% | 24 | ae yi “ 
eer 96 many eS 43 | 107. s |r 20% | 82H | stimated mainstem commercial har- 
— oe os — oa vest of Cedar Creek coho (column 4) 
1 eee Se Ee Ee ee ae ee e Decline (hE hin ne eae aE 
2003 1,172 2,293 Creek coho is the same as for all other 
2004 1,243 1,448 Columbia River coho, with no differ- 
2005 2,355 2,608 ence in run timing. 









Please note that for 2003, 
when gillnets suppos-edly 
wiped out the Cedar Creek 
coho run, WDFW §sstats 
show a sizable dis-crepan- 
cy between the mainstem 
commercial catch and the 
difference between total 
run-size and escape-ment. 
It appears that many Cedar 
Creek coho were caught in 
the Lewis River sport 
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Columbia River 
Gillnet Boat Scenes 


These two photos show 
traditional Gillnet activity, 
some 25 years ago, from two 
different sections of the river. 
The three Bow Pickers in the 
first picture are located on the 
lower Kaboth/Brownsport 
Drift, on the lower Woody 
Island Channel. In the back- 
ground is Aldrich Point and 
the Washington Mountains 
behind Skamokawa on the 
left. Cathlamet Bay is to the 
right of the three boats, a 
short distance above 
Tongue Point. 


In the second picture, the 
Gillnetters are located either 
on the Reeder or Willow 
Bar Drifts below Vancouver 
and the mouth of the Wil- 
lamette River and above St. 
Helens. Sauvies Island shows 
on the left. 


The boats in picture one 
are engaged in snag pull- 
ing activities. They are from 
left to right Alan Takalo in 
the Mark Anthony, formerly 
owned by George Radich, Jay 
Westerholm in the Wild West, 
formerly owned by his father 
William Westerholm, and 
Jon Westerholm in the Cea- 
Tak formerly owned by Roy 
Takalo. The first two boats 
are Columbia built boats and 
the last a CRPA boat built at 
Ellsworth Station above Van- 
couver. 


In picture two the boats are 
tow heading waiting for the 





Craft. The Washington boat 

to the right is a Blix built boat 
from Puget Island, the captain 
unknown. 


season to open or for evening 
layout time. They probably 
have drawn numbers to see 
who gets to lay his net out 
first. The two boats to the left 
are also Columbia built boats 
with Clarence Demase in the 3 
Sisters being one of the Tole- 
non Families final Gillnet 


Photo’s Courtesy 
#1 Jon Westerholm 
#2 Bruce Tolenon 







“WE’RE NUMBER 1 ON 2 STREET” 
ASTORIA, OREGON 325-0033 


Jill Stokeld, your Host 








Dorothy Riswick 

Dorothy (Mrs. Don) Ris- 
wick, who turned 90 years 
earlier last year, is now living 
at the Courtyard Plaza in East 
Portland at 6271 SE Division 
St, Apt. #259, zip code 97206. 

After Don died in 2005 
Dorothy lived a couple of 
years with her daughter in 


Madras, but now has taken up 


residence in this senior liv- 
ing home. Don, of course was 
the originator, and long time 


Editor of the Gillnetter as well 


as prominent member and 
spokesman for the CRFPU. 


Dorothy sends her very best 


wishes to all her friends. In 
this picture she is shown with 
Don, a few years ago, as the 
Grand Marshalls of the 
Regatta Parade. 


ae 





Telephone interview with 
Dorothy Riswick 
Gillnetter File Photo 


Chris Thompson 
Lifetime Astorian, Chris 
Thompson is the last of the 


G Ticor Title 


Title Insurance 
and Escrow Service 


Established in 1890 
We’ve got you covered 
at convenient locations 


630 Bond Street, Astoria 
325-2144 or 877-589-9744 


422 N Roosevelt, Seaside 
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738-8433 or 877-589-9747 
\ www.ticortitlenw.com ) 












“mild cure” Salmon proces- 
sors left from the old Han- 
thorn Cannery. During the 
depression years, 91 year old 
Thompson worked at the can- 
nery filleting the backbone 
out of choice 20 pound Chi- 
nooks and laying them with 
salt in a barrel, about 800 
pounds to a barrel. These bar- 
rels, sealed tight, were than 
shipped to Germany, France, 
and England. 

During those early days, in 
the 1930’s, he remembers As- 
toria people lining up to get 
the backbones, with a little 
meat left on each side, from 
the split Salmon. They called 
these “Norwegian Harmoni- 
cas” and they provided, a 
saved from waste sustenance, 
for many a hungry family. 
» Hanthorn Cannery in 

s later years became a CRPA 
‘ operation and then, even 
later, the very prominent 
Bumble Bee Cold Storage. 
Today it has developed 
into Pier 39 and there is 
one section of the building 
dedicated to and named 
for Chris Thompson. 

From 1949 to 1969, Thompson 
with his brother Pete, ran the 
Thompson Sea Foods Fish 
Market in downtown Astoria. 
All this while still hold- 


Chris Thompson 


ing down his job at CRPA and 
Bumble Bee. He also admits to 
doing a little “freelance” night 
time Gillnetting in his spare 
time. 

In his later years he helped 
Fish Hawk Fisheries get start- 
ed in the fish processing busi- 
ness. Owner Steve Fick did 
the buying and Thompson set 
up the processing work. He 
also helped Norm Kujala, with 
his business on the Skipanon 
River in Warrenton, The Or- 
egon Ocean Seafoods. 

Chris Thompson truly de- 
serves a big ovation for his 
many years of contribution in 
the fish processing field and 
his donation to the fishing in- 
dustry on the Columbia River. 


Interview with Chris Thompson 
Photo & information contribution by 
Ken Thompson 


Pier 39 - ASTORIA 


The best views of the Columbia River 


3 Private River Suites Include: 


Panoramic River Views 

Gas Fireplaces 

Jacuzzi Tub & 2-Head Showers 
Sleeps up to 14 people 
Conference Room/Classroom 
Coffee Shop & Restaurant 


At the foot of 39th Street & the Colum bia River 


www.pier39-astoria.com 





(503) 325-2502 


Jimme Vincent Morrell 
Celebrates 90 Yrs. 


On Saturday Oct. 13th, 
Jimmy Morrel of Ranier Oregon 
celebrated his 90th birthday at 
the Mason’s lodge in St. Helens, 
Oregon. 


Approximately 185 friends 
and family attended the after- 
noon party that was arranged 
by his son Jimmie Josph Mor- 
rell and catered by Lyman 
Cornish and his daughter Jen- 
nifer of Long Beach, WA. The 
tremendous spread of seafood 
and goodies was a sight to see. 
There were also 3 large custom 
sheet cakes for everyone to en- 
joy while stories were being told 
and a lot of reminiscing was 
getting accomplished. The gath- 
ering was as much of a reunion 
as a birthday for Jimmie who 
was looking as young as ever 
and feeling great as always. 


Jimmie was born in Astoria 
to parents Joe and Mary Morrell 
of Clifton OR. While growing 
up in Clifton, Jimmie was able 
to begin his commercial fishing 
career at a young age. Over the 
years, fishing for C.R.P.A. and 
later Bumble Bee Seafoods took 


WU bay hain Fete's 


him from North Shore to Nak 
Nek, Alaska and in between. 


During the “war years”, Jim, 
along with many others were 
recruited to the shipyards to do 
their part in the war effort. Re- 
turning afterwards again to fish 
the Lower Columbia River and 
Alaska. In 1965, Bumble Bee 
hired Mr. Morrell to manage 
the St. Helens receiving station, 
which he did until 1980. Jimmie 
also ran the Ellsworth, WA sta- 
tion during the later years of his 
working career. 


Today “Big Jim” can be 
found at his property in the 
Ranier area, or salmon fishing 
on the beach around Prescott, 
or maybe even clam digging on 
the beach in Seaside along his 
son Little Jimmie. 
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Of Astoria 


Building and 
Maintenance Supplies 


Packaging and 
Paper Products 


421 Gateway 
Astoria, OR 97103 
503-325-6362 





“Dack Inn® 


Retauant S Lounge 


py} ne 
Sizzling Kleaks ~ Fresh Seafood 
In downtown Skamokawa, Wash. 360/795-3655 











Jimme Vincent Morrell 


Photo & information contribution by 
Terry Reusser 


NORTH 
COAST 
TRUCK 


Quality Truck, Marine & 
Hydraulic equipment 
NOW STOCKING LIGHT TRUCK PARTS 
AND ACCESSORIES 4X4 TRUCKS AND S.U.V 


34755 Hwy 101 Bus. 
Astoria, Oregon 
Open daily 8 to 5:30, Sat 8 to12 


325-3111 


The BowPicker 


Albacore Fish & Chips 
17th & Duane 
Astoria 








Guest Editorial 


In relation to the recent Salmon 
stake-holder and allocation issue, 
and future negotiations towards 
that end, on Columbia River 
Harvests. We need to focus on 
fairness and equality in dividing 
the catch opportunity appropri- 
ately between fishing groups. 


In the section of the Washington 
State Constitution dealing with 
subsidizing or assisting private 
individuals or organizations, the 
word “property” could mean fish 
as fish can be defined as some- 
thing of value. Likewise, individ- 
ual sport fishermen, businesses 
that operate recreational facilities 
and organizations such as sport 
fishing clubs would all benefit 
financially if a percentage of a fish 
run is dedicated for sports ori- 
ented purposes. 


In my opinion, allocating a larger 
percentage of a Salmon run to 
sport fishermen for their exclu- 
sive use does not appear to be 
the intent of this section of the 
State constitution. The ruling of 
the Washington State Supreme 
Court states, “The sovereignty of 
the people of individual localities 
gives way to the people of the 
State’s greater sovereignty”. 


The sovereignty of citizens in- 
cludes his right to individual 
catch Salmon as well as the op- 
portunity to buy fish for his 
consumption from the local 
commercial markets. 


Makes common sense to me. 


John Jovonovich 
Seattle, WA 


BETSY JOHNSON 
STATE SENATOR 
DISTRICT 16 


District Address: 

53894 Airport Rd. (P.O. Box R} 
Scappoose, OR 97056 
Phone: 503-543-4046 

Fax: 503-543-5296 
betsy@betsyjohnson.com 


Salem Office: 

900 Court St NE S-314 
Salem, OR 97301 
Phone: 503.986.1716 


sen.betsyjohnson@state.or.us 


aoe Marine 
R.V, Supply Co. 


Gillnetters! 
ORDER YOUR 
NETTING NOW! 


Skipanon Marine & R.V. offers 
Complete R.V. Repair/Service/Parts. 
We do warranty work on new trailers & motor homes. 
Insurance Claims ¢ Estimates 
Expert Boat & Trailer wiring/Electric Brake repair 


Crab Rope * Floats + Seine Leads * HD Buoy Hook Poles 
(Crab Rope in Stock) 


NOW OFFERING SCOOTERLIFT - CART & 
WHEELCHAIR LIFTS - SALES & SERVICE 


SEE RV LOCATORS HERE IN THE STORE 
Quality used trailers & fifth wheelers 


69 NE Heron, Warrenton, Oregon 
At entrance to the Warrenton Mooring Bassin 
Phone (503) 861-3626 Fax (503) 861-3646 
Open Monday thru Saturday, 7:30 — 5:30 
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Before and After 


One of the last remnants of the “hayday” of the salmon fishing and Canning Industry lost part of 
its roof in the last months big storm. This is the Union Cannery Uppertown Station Outer Warehouse, 
which in its time was one of the most magnificent buildings on the Astoria waterfront. 


This old veteran, of the better days, on piling and sticking out in the river by itself, with all of its 
neighbors of the past long gone, had its half floor third story roof blown clear off. 


These two pictures show how it looked early last year and then in December after the storm. 





Photos by Patrick Jensen 
and Jon Westerholm 


Bringing Banking 
Solutions to our 
Community. 


WELLS 
FARGO 


No two businesses are the same. 
That's why your Wells Fargo 
business banker will take time 
to get to know your business 

like no one else. 


Kristin Talamantez, Manager 
1218 Commercial St. * Astoria, OR 97103 
503-325-8856 
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| HAYWARD’S 
Ocean Crest 


Buick 


FISHERMEN! 


When you retire we can make sure you miss the job more than 
you miss the paycheck. 
Social Security has certainly seen better times. And who knows what the future will bring. I 


can show you how to plan for a secure financial future with or without Social Security. 
Call today for details. 


632-A West Marine Drive 
P.O. Box 990 
Astoria, Oregon 
325-7991 or 1-800-234-7991 


Edward Jones 
Serving Individual Investors Since 1871 


George House 





MARK or EXCELLENCR 


oceancrestmotors.com 


Oldsmobile Open 





855 ALT Hwy 101 - P.O. Box 700 - WARRENTON, OR 97146 
503-325-2711 » OCEANCRESTMOTORS.COM 


Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-6pm 
Sat.Sales 8:30am-5pm 








South Fork 
Klaskanine 
Upgrade 


Co-Author: Tod Jones, Project 
Manager Select Area Fisheries & 
Co-Author: Roger Warren, Man- 
ager ODFW Gnat Creek Hatchery 


It took four years of planning, 
permitting and fund rais- 

ing, but the results are now in 
place. Clatsop County Fisheries 
Project succeeded in upgrad- 
ing their water diversion on the 
South Fork of the Klaskanine 
River this summer. A concrete 
dam was removed and re- 
placed with a new diversion 
system and screening structure 
that meets state and federal 
guidelines for fish passage 

and juvenile salmon and trout 
screening. 


The original structure had been 
installed as a community proj- 
ect with donated materials and 
labor back in 1980. The di- 
verted water operates a rearing 
pond where chinook and coho 
smolts are reared and released 
to migrate through Youngs 

Bay to the ocean. Recently the 
South Fork facility has assumed 
the sole responsibility for brood 
stock maintenance for the Se- 
lect Area Brights (SABs) a high 
quality fall chinook originating 
from the Rogue River. For the 
past ten years the state hatcher- 
ies at Klaskanine and Big Creek 
were responsible for providing 





Concrete structure for new NOAA approved screening system at South Fork 


eggs and fry to Clatsop County. 
This change has allowed the 
Klaskanine hatchery to move 
back to coho production while 
the South Fork facility does 
both fall chinook and coho. 


Over $100,000 in local donations 
made the project possible. Coho 
from Salmon River Hatchery in 
Lincoln City are reared here in 
addition to 700,000 SAB brood 
stock. 
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Thanks to a lot of hard work by 
Gary Soderstrom to get funding 
from the R&E Board, the Gnat 
Creek Hatchery is installing an 
interesting system to improve 

fish health and to likely increase 
production of spring chinook 
pre-smolts for the select area net 
pens. Gnat Creek produces about 
850,000 springers each year for 
Blind Slough, Tongue Point and 
Youngs Bay. Ten out of the past 
twelve years, fish have had to be 
trucked to the net pens one to two 
months early due to low water 
flows and elevated temperatures at 
the hatchery. With the help of 
Clatsop County Fisheries Project 
an experiment with new technology 
to introduce atmospheric oxygen 
was conducted and found to work 
well. 


AUTOMOTIVE 
SERVICE 


UNION SHOP 
SPECIALIZING IN 
TOYOTA AND CHRYSLER 


209 7th Street 








Call 325-8811 





Columbia Travel 


Clatsop County’s First Travel Agency 
Founded 1934 


We’ll Get You The Best Fare! 
Remember us for your family vacations! 


AIR CRUISES TRAINS LODGING 


Rose Marie Paavola 


382 Twelfth Street 
Astoria, Oregon 
325-1531 or 888-325-1531 





Gnat Creek Gasses Spring Chinook 





The R&E grant for $108,000 will 
outfit all of the fifteen raceways 
with Low Head Oxygen (LHO) 
chambers, which are supplied with 
low-pressure oxygen stripped from 
the air. In the past this would have 
cost tens of thousands of dollars 
per raceway, but with the new Og- 
20 strippers, the cost is extremely 
low. Each stripper operates on 
seven amps of 115-volt power and 
will run three LHO units. 


Gnat Creek staff and a local con- 
tractor are busy installing the units 
over the winter before ponding the 
new fry in March. The system has 
already proven itself this fall when 
water levels dropped and tempera- 
tures went up. Three temporary 
units were put in place and the fish 
were kept on site until November 
when the estuary cooled down. 
Healthy pre-smolts will not need 
to be fed medication once they are 
trucked to the net pens and it 






is expected that ocean survival of 
smolts will improve significantly. 
Roger Warren, hatchery manager, 
says visitors are welcome to stop 

by and see the new equipment in 

operation. 


—a—a 


New piping, valves and Low Head 
Oxygen units being installed at 
Gnat Creek Hatchery 


Ilhwaco 
Fish Co. 
Ine. 


Salmon For All Member 


Ilwaco, Wash. 


Doug Ross, Pierre Marchand, George Alexander, Gillnet Buyers 
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EGON OCEAN SEAFOODS, 
Est. 


Oregon Ocean Seafoods 
225 SE Galena 
Warrenton Oregon 97146 
(503) 861-1434 
or Toll Free at (888) 738-8910 
Cash, money order, VISA & MasterCard 


Norman Kujala, Owner 








We carry a full line of marine coatings featuring Pettit, 
Interlux and Ameron Paints. 


Along with a complete selection of Fiberlay fiberglass res- 
ins, cloth and matting. 


With the inclusion of Fisher Brothers we now have one stop 
shopping for all the tools and accessories you need to com- 


plete your winter spring projects! 


Englund Marine and Industrial Supply... The only boating, 
fishing and industrial supplier you will ever need. 


UND Sain Nee ery xc. 


95 Hamburg Astoria, Oregon 97103 * 5033254341 = Toll-Free 800 228 7051 + Fax 503 325 6451 


Oregon Financial Services Group 


Excellence for over 100 years 


Helping commercial fishermen with important financial decisions: 


Wealth Preservation Investments * Retirement Plans 
Business Planning Tax Reduction Strategies College Funding 
Insurance Strategies Long Term Care Insurance 


Oregon Financial Services Group has offices in Astoria, 
Gearhart, Portland, Medford, Corvallis, Salem, and Bend 


Our local representatives are: 


* Larry Elliott * Dan Arnoth 
Gearhart, OR (a MassMutual Astoria, OR 
(503) 717-0505 TF AIF CWUP COMPANIES” (503) 325-5139 


*Registered Representatives of and securities offered through MML Investors Services, Inc., 
Member SIPC 
222 S. W. Columbia, Suite 825 


Portland, OR 97201 
(503) 221-1211 








What Happened To The Nahcotta? 


As mentioned in a previous article, I 
“deckhanded” on the PhoenixV in the 
1940’s. One of our stops on our way 
upriver with fuel for the fish receiv- 
ing stations was at the North entrance 
to Chaddix Slough. There were two 
pilings with a scow tied up to them. 
Nailed on one of the pilings was a 
ship’s signboard “NAHCOTTA” which 
didn’t really make much sense way up 
here in this little inlet but in my youth 
I didn’t give it much thought although 
it has remained in one of the “pigeon 
holes” of memory. 

Skipping now to the early 1970’s, 

I was rowing around in my duck 
boat doing a little jump shooting on a 
runout tide when I noticed some boat 
frames protruding from the water 


In Addition................ 


In 1888 the Ilwaco Railroad and 
Navigation Company (IR&N) laid the 
first 5 miles of narrow gauge track from 
Ilwaco northward to Long Beach and 
Nahcotta on the Long Beach Penin- 
sula. This western most RR in America 
became known as the Loomis RR after 
Lewis A. Loomis, its founder. (see Fall 
1999 Gillnetter p. 14) 

In 1906 the IR&N was purchased by 
the Oregon Railroad and Navigation 
Company, and the OR&N bought the 
deep-water site at Megler, which they 
named “Cook’s Station”. In 1907 con- 
struction of a railroad between Cook’s 
Station and Ilwaco was underway, and 
in October of 1907 construction began 
at Cook’s Station on a wharf that mea- 
sured 900 feet long and 120 feet wide. 
By the time this train and ferry freight 
dock began operating in 1908, the name 
of the site was changed again to Megler 


about a 100 feet East of the pilings. My 
curiosity got the best of me so I rowed 
to it and scrambled around the wreck. 
Most of the ribs were either broken 

off or had been burned to about 3 feet 
from the keel. There still were two 
shafts with the propellers, minus their 
fluked, which appeared to have been 
blown off. Very little other hardware 
was left so it was pretty obvious that 
the entire hull had been stripped. In 
those days 7 
hardly any- 
one carried 
a camera 
while duck 
hunting to I 
didn’t have 
the oppor- 












Margie & Dick Thompson 


Station. 

Once the train began regular opera- 
tion, the steamer Nahcotta was set up 
as a passenger ferry service between 
Astoria and Megler. The Ilwaco Rail- 
road bought several steam locomo- 
tive, and by the time the last one was 
delivered they had abandoned their 
dock in Ilwaco. Railroad hands built a 
small spur at Megler to receive the lo- 
comotive from the steamer. For the first 
few months of operation, a temporary 
tank stored oil near the Megler dock. 
By 1909, a large, permanent steel tank 
was erected on a trestle-like structure 
at the site. A depot, a train shed, and a 
turntable were also built at the Megler 
terminal. 

The twin screw Nahcotta was of 149 
tons and 96 feet in length. For some 10 
or 12 years it provided the major access 
to Megler, the Loomis RR and the vaca- 


Columbia River 


tunity to document what I saw. 

When I got home I started to research 
old ships and remembering the sign- 
board “NAHCOTTA” I found out that 
she was a twin screw river steamer that 
plied between Astoria and the North 
Shore. 

In 1980 I returned to the site with 
a camera and took pictures of what 
was left showing. Again returning last 
summer, I took more pictures but tidal 
currents had washed away a lot of the 
silt and eroded a deep hole where the 
remains are now 90% under water at 
all tides. 

“What happened?” and why is she 
there in her final resting place? If any- 
one out there knows more, let’s hear 
from you. 


3 Photos by the author. 

Are these, after so many years, the 
bones of the Nahcotta? Is this the final 
resting place? 





tion sands of the Long Beach Peninsula 
for the people of Astoria, Portland, and 
the Oregon Metropolitan areas. 

In 1921, increased automobile traffic 
in the region, induced Fritz Elfving 
to establish a car ferry, the Tourist II, 
between Astoria and Megler. Gradually 
as the number of automobiles increased 
and roads improved, the need for the 
Nahcotta and railroad declined. In 1921 
the Nahcotta ceased operations and the 
North Shore RR discontinued service 
by 1931. In 1946 the Oregon Highway 
Department purchased the ferry service 
from Elfving and operated it until the 
Astoria Megler Bridge was completed, 
The new Bridge was completed in 1966 
and the last ferry run occurred in July 
of that year. 


Author: Dick Thompson 













WHY FISH WITH AN OBSOLETE NET? De AMIKAN) SINCE 1794 
Catch More Fish With..... ( Me AMIKAN ) 


“WATERCOLOR GILLNETTING” 


Fishing Condition Adaptable Colored Gillnetting. “Maximum Fishing Efficiency” 
U.S. Patent #5819464, Canada Patent #2251215 Made In JAPAN From 100% TORAY® Nyion 


With WATERCOLOR GILLNETTING, up to Nets less than 45 MD will have 8 color spots per 50 Fm/Hung 
four colors, known to blend well and produce Nets 45 MD and deeper will have 12 color spots per 50 Fm/Hung. 
well, can be selected for each net. The colors aa : argh ie 

are placed throughout the net, as shown to 
achieve maximum fishing efficiency in any 
varying fishing conditions such as light, depth, 
weather etc. 

We have nets in stock for the Columbia 


River, Youngs Bay and Alaska. 
Nets can also be custom ordered to your specs. 


















Order NOW to insure a timely delivery or call for a color card and more information. 


Jovanovich Supply Co. 
15636 DesMoines Memonal Dr. SeaTac, WA 98148 


Phone: 206-243-5991 or Toll Free: 800-933-5596 











~ HYDRAULIC AND MACHINE WKS. 


SPLICE KING  0PEMAS 
POWER BLOCK LINE —— TUNA PULLER 


| ALUMINUM OR STAINLESS ROLLERS 
STAINLESS SHEAVES | 


GREASEABLE SEAL BUILT INTO HUB 
| TO PROTECT MOTOR SHAFT 


| DIRECT DRIVE TAPERED 
SHAFT CHAR-LYNN MOTORS 


los ace BACKUP PLATE a 


| FULLY ADJUSTABLE 
STAINLESS PEELERS 


STAINLESS SHEAVES } ; 3 to 5 GP 


: 4 GPM | 

M REQUIREMENT 

i 47 : HIGH SPEED LOW VOLUME MOTOR : TUNED FOR 30 MONO 
STAINLE SS HUB so ALL STAINLESS STEEL CONSTRUCTION 3 LINE RELIEF ADJUSTMENT 


4 SIZES AVAILABLE 


P.O. BOX 385, 34700 HWY 101 BUS. 
ASTORIA, OR 97103 

a | (503) 325 0630 FAX 325 0534 
| 1 800 425 0630 
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T_LAND & TCOIMIBER CO. 
Buying Timber or Timberland 
With or without 


dwellings 
- Contract Logging * Road Building 
+ Site Preparation 














See our web site at... 
www.teevinbros.com 


503-458-6671 
shawn @teevinbros.com 


Shawn Teevin, President 
AOL Professional Logger 
CCB #133907 


FACTORY. 


Klyde Thompson 


35359 Business 101 
Astoria, OR 97103 


Phone: (503) 325-2861 
Fax: (503) 325-8459 
After Hours: (503) 325-0233 


JP PLUMBING 
co. 
& SHOWROOM 


503-325-2830 
FAX 503-325-7726 
WATTS 800-335-2830 


Repair * New - Remodel 
Commercial - Pipe Welding 


155 11th St, Astoria, OR 97103 


NIEMI ‘OIL CO. 


PHONE 325-1972 
FAX 325-1973 
34908 HWY 105 — SUITE #2 
P.O0.BOX 989 ASTORIA, OR 97103 
Gasoline / Diesel / Lube Oil 
Call for cites 
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Printing & Design 


I Digital Printing & 
In- Line Booklet Making 


Anchor Graphics is the first commercial 
printer in Northwest Oregon to offer high 
resolution digital printing and in-line 
booklet making. 


Serving the area for over 55 years. 


> Letterhead > Self-Mailing Brochures 
> Envelopes » Variable Data Printing 
> Business Cards —__» Addressing 

> Post Cards » UPC Bar Coding 

> Forms » FREE Local Delivery 

> Booklets 


439 30th Street - Astoria, Oregon 
903-325-5841 Voice/Fax » anchorgraphics @seasurf.com 








FISHERIES, Inc. 


Salmon for All Member 
PROCESSOR OF FRESH & FROZEN SALMON 


ASTORIA 
#1 Fourth Street 
503 325-5252 
FAX 325-8786 











New Fish On The Entiat 


The Entiat National Fish 
Hatchery, located midway 
between Wenatchee and Chelan 
on the Columbia River at Entiat, 
Washington, began last Fall, 
making the change from rais- 
ing Chinook to Coho Salmon. 
The 65 year old Federal facility, 
built primarily to raise Chinook 
Salmon as mitigation for fish 
habitat cut off by the Grand 
Coulee Dam, is switching fish. 

The Chinook Salmon pro- 
gram that started in 1941 and 
had been operating continu- 
ally since the early 1970’s was 
phased out last spring. The 
initial generation of Coho was 
spawned at the hatchery No- 
vember 13. Both the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the Ya- 










M & N Stores 
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FOR OVER // YEARS 


¢ Carhartt ¢ Dickies ¢ Filson 
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Mike & Robyn Scholerman 


Owners 


Phone: (503) 861-3139 
Fax: (503) 861-2314 


1168 Marlin Avenue 
Warrenton, OR 97146 






Web Site: www.mnworkwear.com 


News Briefs 


kima Indian Nation are working 
together on the project as part of 
the effort to reintroduce Coho to 
the upper Columbia River. 

The Coho Salmon spawned 
at the Entiat hatchery were cap- 
tured in the Wenatchee River. 
Their eggs will be incubated 
and the juveniles raised at the 
facility for about 18 months. 
During that time attempts will 
be made to secure permits from 
NOAA-Fisheries for release into 
the Entiat River. If all goes well 
the first returns should appear 
in the fall of 1910. 


We Can Do Better For 
Salmon 


This is the advice for the 
Federal Agencies involved in 


Under the Bridge at 
248 W Marine Dr. 
Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 325-7610 
Toll Free: 877-272-5100 


Quality Work Wear 


9:30 to 5:30 Monday-Friday 
9:30 to 5:00 Saturday 
10:00 to 4:00 Sunday 












developing a plan to protect up- 
per Columbia and Snake River 
Salmon from Hydroelectric 
Dam ravages, by U.S. District 
Judge James Redden. The fed- 
eral government has struggled 
for years to find a legal way to 
operate the dams while also 
making up for the protected 
salmon that dams injure and kill 
each year. 

Judge Redden has thrown 
out two previous proposals be- 
cause they were based on flimsy 
and uncertain commitments. 
The agencies have proposed 
millions of dollars in dam up- 
grades, habitat restoration, and 
changes at fish hatcheries. In his 
most recent communication he 
has told them that this newest 
draft has many of the same 
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BORNSTEIN 


SEAFOOODS ?N C.; 
Astoria-Newport-Warrenton-Bellingham 


Local Buyer 
Processor 


Box 58, Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 325-6164 © Fax (503) 325-0403 


www.Bornstein.com 





CLATSOP POWER 


EQUIPMENT 
fe eZ QUIPMENT 


Full-Service Dealer 





Outboard Motor Repair 
— Fred & Gregg Mestrich — 


Johnson. 


34912 Bus. Hwy 101, at Miles Crossing 


Call 325-0792 anytime 
1-800-220-0792 
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weaknesses and he wants to 
hear some other options, such 
as a more efficient spill plan for 
Salmon. 

He set a March 18 deadline 
for the federal government to 
complete a final strategy. He 
promises very harsh measures 
if an acceptable solution is not 
found, including the court tak- 
ing over the dams. 


The Captain Did It! 


The latest development in 
the Exxon, now Exxon-Mobil, 
Oil Companies steady list of ap- 
peals on the 1994 guilty verdict 
of the Exxon Valdez oil spill in 
Prince William Sound goes from 
the “ridiculous to the sublime”. 
The spill took place in 1989 and 
the ensuing suit by Commercial 
Fisherman, Native Villages and 
other Alaskans led to the jury 
trial in Anchorage. The 11 mil- 
lion gallon North Slope Crude 
Oil that coated 12 hundred 
miles of pristine coast line in the 
Sound and other areas of Alas- 
ka, will still be felt many years 
from now. 

Exxon Mobil Corporation 
has added “insult to injury” in 
this last ditch, in a long line of 
legal requests the past 14 years, 
appeal to the Supreme Court. 
The Irving, Texas oil giant has 


been fighting the civil judge- 
ment, originally set at 5 billion 
dollars, since the 1994 trial. The 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals has 
reduced the penalty in half to 
2.5 billion. 

Now the company is saying 
that they should not be held re- 
sponsible for punitive damages 
inflicted by their ship under 
the command of their captain, 
Joe Hazelwood. In other words 
what they are saying is, even 
the reduced civil judgement 
of 2.5 billion is excessive and 
wants the Supreme Court to 
over-rule the trial and reduced 
the award to nothing. 

State of Alaska Lawmakers 
and four former governors, as 
well as present governor Sarah 
Palin, have declared that the oil 
company should be subject to 
punitive damages for the envi- 
ronmental catastrophe, in their 
friend of the court brief. The 
high court is scheduled to hear 
oral arguments in Exxon’s ap- 
peal Feb. 27. 


State And Feds 


Say No To LNG. 

First the State of Oregon 
Agencies, including the Depart- 
ments of Environmental Qual- 
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Dry Cleaning 
7 am - 8 pm, Mon - Sat 
Self Service Laundry 
7 am - 9 pm, 7 days a week 


Sewing & Alterations 


823 West Marine Drive, 
Astoria, OR 97103 


(503) 325-5235 











ity, Fish and Wildlife, Forestry, 
and Energy, as well as Governor 
Ted Kulongoski, have submitted 
harsh criticism of Texas devel- 
oper Northern Stars plan for an 
LNG terminals on the Columbia 
River at Bradwood Landing. The 
governor and the state agencies 
raise serious concerns about the 
environmental and public safety 
impact of the controversial proj- 
ect at Bradwood. The state retains 
authority and responsibility over 
water, air quality and coastal 
zone management. 

Now the federal govern- 
ments National Marine Fisheries 
Service, or NOAA Fisheries, is 
asking for denial of the project 
based on the extensive dredging 
involved, the actual need for this 
product in the Northwest, and 
its inconsistency with Columbia 
River Salmon recovery plans. 


Jeff’s Barber Shop 











5538 Douglas Drive 
Crystal, MN 55422 
For apointment call: 
537-5316 







CANNERY CAFE 


One Sixth Street, Astoria, OR 
(503) 325-8642 
Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 








The 1962 Red Salmon Season on Cook Inlet 


Part Two - Conclusion 
by Eldon Korpela 


Part one appeared in the 
Summer 2007 issue. 


We were notified that there 
would be a hearing within a week 
on a non-fishing day for the state 
to present their cases and for the 
defendants to make their pleas. 
Our hearing was held in Kenai on 
July 12 and I was surprised by the 
small number of defendants pres- 
ent. From my observations on the 
morning of July 6, half of the fleet 
still had their nets in the water at 
the period’s end. Obviously only 
boats which were easy to identify 
were under arrest and present at the 
hearing. 


The first defendant stood to 
hear the charge against him. The 
magistrate asked, “Do you plead 
guilty or not guilty?” His answer 
was “guilty”. The magistrate 
announced, “I fine you fifty dol- 
lars”. With such a minimal fine, 
the hearings proceeded at a rapid 
pace especially with the resident 
fishermen. Non-resident defendants 
have always been at a disadvantage 
because when the trial date was set 
there was always the possibility of 
having it set well after the end of 
the fishing season. This meant that 
the defendant would need to trans- 
port himself, his witnesses, and 
possibly his attorney, to Alaska. 
In most cases that expense would 
exceed any minimal fine imposed 
on his case. 


My situation differed from his 
in that I still hadn’t entirely dis- 
missed the possibility of working 
as a fisheries biologist sometime in 
the future. A fisheries violation to 
which I pled guilty would not look 
good on my record. I pleaded not 
guilty on a misdemeanor charge 
and was released on $250 bail. 


My next move was to contact an 
attorney in Vancouver, Washington 
whom I had as a passenger on a 
number of occasions when I was 
sport chartering my gillnetter out of 
Astoria. D. Elwood Caples sug- 
gested an attorney located in An- 
chorage who had represented the 
Alaska Fish Processors on previous 
occasions. 


Ab lThander, Art Hilton, John 
Ronning, and myself decided to 
drive to Anchorage so that I could 
meet this attorney with whom I 
had arranged an appointment. The 
advice that he gave me was not 
to hire an attorney but to repre- 
sent myself. He did suggest sev- 
eral issues on which I should base 
my case. The first was to show 
that this fly-over was a one shot 
situation to serve as an example to 
fishermen. Next, I should point out 
that the FAA radio frequency used 
by airplanes to access Greenwich 
time was not available to fishermen 
on their marine radios. Why should 
all the fines be similar when the de- 
grees of violations were so varied? 
For what reason was each fisher- 
man singled out for a violation that 
morning? Why was I singled out 


when the arresting officer admit- 
ted that in my case I was attempt- 
ing to wrap my net on my reel at a 
high speed and the difference in his 
version of the time and mine was 
admittedly only four minutes? The 
charge for my violation should be 
much different from those fisher- 
men who were not even attempting 
to comply with the law. I thanked 
the attorney for his advice which 
he did not charge me for and we all 
headed back to Kenai after spend- 
ing a night in Anchorage. 


I had two choices on a trial. I 
was told there weren’t any open- 
ings available for a jury trial until 
later during the fall. This of course 
meant that I could be faced with a 
great deal of expense in transporta- 
tion, housing, and food, for my wit- 
nesses. The other choice was trial 
by magistrate during the month of 
July which I chose. Several of the 
local fishermen chose to have a 
jury trial. I spent much time pre- 
paring for my defense, expecially 
in rehearsing what I was going to 
say and how I was going to pro- 
ceed. Ab agreed to be a witness for 
me. 


The trial was held in the local 
police court and the only audience 
was Ab, a few of my friends, the 
arresting officer, and the police 
chief and one of his deputies. The 
Judge J. Nicholas had a tape re- 
corder operating to keep track of 
the proceedings. 

The prosecuting attorney pre- 
sented the charge against me by us- 





ing his witness, the arresting officer 
E.B. Martain who was in the plane. 
Mr. Martain stated the date and 
facts about reeling my net aboard. 
He stated that I did not have my net 
aboard ‘till five minutes past six 
a.m. 


I called Ab as my first witness 
and after he was sworn in by a 
clerk he verified the situation on 
the morning of July 6, exactly as 
it occurred. My next move was 
to recall Mr. Martain for cross-ex- 
amination. I established the fact 
that he was using the FAA radio to 
base his time, Greenwich time, and 
that as far as he knew none of the 
gillnetters had a radio which could 
receive that information. I knew of 
a gillnetter who had a letter from a 
local radio station stating that they 
were often several minutes from 
Greenwich time. I decided to use 
this information in my summation. 


Then, I called Mr. Martain, the 
arresting officer. My next objective 
followed the advice given to me by 
the Anchorage attorney. This was 
to show that the Fish and Game 
plan was to make one big sweep of 
the fleet on a big fish day and make 
an example for the fishermen for 
the 1962 season. 


My first question of Mr. Martain 
was “How many arrests have you 
made on gillnetters on Cook In- 
let this year?” His answer was, “I 
don’t know”. My next question was 
“How many arrests did you make 
on July 6, 1962?” His answer was, 
“I don’t know” My third question 
was, “Have you ever made an ar- 
rest of a gillnetter on Cook Inlet?” 


His answer was “I don’t know.” By 
this time I was getting more than a 
little frustrated. His answer to my 
last question and the magistrate’s 
reaction quickly indicated the big 
trouble that I was in. “Have you 
ever worked for the Alaska Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game”, was my 
last question of Mr. Martain. “I 
don’t know’’, was his answer. 
“Your honor, this man had been 
sworn to tell the truth and it’s quite 
obvious that he is not doing that”, 
was my statement to Mr. Nicholas. 
“You heard him, he said he doesn’t 
know”, was the magistrates reac- 
tion my last question. I immedi- 
ately determined that not only was 
my goose cooked, it was scorched. 
Why should I continue with this 
comedy. I did pursue a few of the 
facts concerning the morning of 
July 6, but the witnesses reaction to 
my questions was always the same, 
so Iended my case whereupon Mr. 
Nicholas read my sentence, “I fine 
you $1500 and if you ever break a 
fishing law again in this area, I am 
going to fine you $5000, take away 
your boat, net and fish and see to 
it that you never fish in Alaska 
again”. All gillnetters have expe- 
rienced moments of elation and 
depression which reflects the reac- 
tions to the unpredictable results 
to the type of work that they do. 
I cannot ever remember being as 
depressed as I was that moment. 


“Do you have anything to say 
for yourelf?” was Mr. Nicholas’s 
last question. “Yes, I do your 
honor. Every Monday morning I 
lead school class in the Pledge of 
Allegiance and today I particularly 
remember the part which states, 


and liberty and justice for all. I’m 
going to find that justice with every 
means that I have”. I noticed that 
Mr. Nicholas had turned the record- 
er off just before my last statement. 


While I was still standing 
stunned, the prosecutor edged over 
to me and apologized for the ar- 
resting agent. “I worked with this 
guy on how to react to your ques- 
tions, but he’s so dumb he forgot 
everything”. After the courtroom 
cleared, the Police Chief’s state- 
ment even added to my depres- 
sion. “Buddy you got bamboozled. 
Before you arrived, the magistrate, 
prosecutor, arresting officer, and 
Fish & Game agent were discuss- 
ing your impending trial. They 
made plans to really make an 
example of you for your decision to 
fight this case instead of paying the 


” 


fine’. 


During the years that I fished 
the Inlet for Libby’s, 1956-58, one 
of the boats fishing for the same 
cannery was operated by an Alaska 
teacher, Helen Simpson and her 
husband who was a school princi- 
pal. Since that time Helen had stud- 
ied law, passed Alaska’s Bar, and 
was now a practicing lawyer. One 
of the statements that she made 
to me lifted my spirits. “Alaska 
has an excellent court system, but 
you must get into the next level to 
experience it. 


Hiring Helen Simpson as my 
attorney to seek a reversal from my 
illegal fishing charge was a first 
step in removing my depression 
after the Kangaroo Court. Helen, 
fishing for Libbys during the late 





1950s, had an excellent knowledge 
of the Cook Inlet gillnet fishery. 


Helen submitted a twelve-page 
Petition For Review of my case 
dated November 9, 1962. This 
petition provided for the review of 
any judgment and sentence claimed 
to be illegal for any cause. Her 
information of the trial was from 
her study of a tape of the proceed- 
ings. The Petition For Review if 
accepted, provided that justice can 
be done by a review of the record 
without the necessity of another 
trial. 


“The state did not prove the 
time” was Helen’s first challenge. 
She presented evidence that there 
was a difference between the com- 
mercial radio station and the F.A.A. 
times and that either of these could 
be in error from Greenwich Time. 
The Fish and Wildlife witness did 
not specify which of the times was 
designated as the official source of 
time. 


“The defendant’s net was not 
fishing” was Mrs. Simpson’s next 
contention. She cited previous cas- 
es on record that having a net in the 
water does not necessarily mean 
that the net is fishing. One example 
was when a net is being pulled 
back into the boat by a reel operat- 
ing at a high rate of speed then it is 
no longer fishing because it would 
be incapable of catching fish. Any 
experienced gillnetter would know 
that if the net is coming into the 
boat faster than the boat is being 
pulled towards the net, the net’s 


meshes are closed rendering it 
incapable of catching fish. 

Helen next argues that “The de- 
fendants due process was violated. 
There is nothing to put him on 
notice that the enforcement officers 
would use the time as given out by 
the F.A.A., nor is there any evi- 
dence of any regulation of the Fish 
and Wildlife Service designating 
the time as prescribed by anyone as 
the official time. Who can say what 
Alaska standard time is when the 
sources vary?” 


My attorney’s next challenge 
was that the defendant was misin- 
formed as to his right to a jury trial. 
It was brought out that a group of 
fishermen in the same area were 
all arrested and charged with the 
same offense. They nearly all pled 
guilty and paid $50 fines. When the 
defendant asked for a jury trial he 
was told that he would have to wait 
until late in August to have one 
but that he could appear before the 
District Magistrate when he came 
through in the near future, which 
he did. As a matter of fact, jury 
trials were held at about the same 
time; hence defendant was denied 
his request and he did not get his 
jury trial because of misinforma- 
tion given to him. There is nothing 
in the record as to whether or not 
he was ever advised of his rights. 
He agreed to appear in the District 
Magistrate’s court. 


The fine was excessive was the 
final point in the Petition For Re- 
view. Helen used previous 


cases that she had been involved 

in to show that for a misdemeanor 
charge my fine was excessive. This 
was particularly true in comparison 
to the cases when those who pled 
guilty to having most of their net 
in the water were fined only $50. 
The defendant in this case, even 
after the arresting officer admitted 
that he was attempting to rapidly 
reel aboard the last 30 fathoms, 
received a very excessive fine. The 
fine of $ 1500 plus the loss of boat, 
gear, fish and loss of permanent 
access to the fishery for any minor 
violation makes the defendant ap- 
pear to be a dangerous criminal. 


She also pointed out how the 
Magistrate arrived at the $ 1500. 
He inferred that 30 fathoms was in 
the water for five minutes. He then 
multiplied 30 by 5 and then, multi- 
plied this by ten. This was a wholly 
arbitrary figure based upon no 
reason or rule. The size of the fine 
would certainly tell anyone that 
this must have been a real criminal 
offense rather than a mistake, if 
indeed there was a violation. 


My next communication from 
Helen Simpson was dated Novem- 
ber 27, 1962. “Just a note to advise 
you, that the Superior Court has 
reversed your conviction--no need 
for a new trial or anything--you 
have been cleared.” Helen’s bill 
was $ 750 which I was happy to 
pay, for the knowledge that “there 
is justice for all” even if the effort 
and expense can be a little trying at 
times. 


28 


W.D.E &W. 
Improvement 


The Washington 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife has put out a new 
brochure to be handed out 
at all licensing stations, 
giving information about 
and asking all fishermen, 
whether on foot or in 
boats, to avoid shallow 
waters in streams during 
Salmon and Steelhead 
spawning time. 

John Jovanovich of 
Jovanovich Supply in 
Seattle deserves the lions 
share of credit for getting 
this information into the 
WDF&W pages. This 
has been one of his pet 
projects for several years. 
See page 7 Summer 2007 
issue, Gillnetter. 


Salmon, steelhead and recreation ; 


Fishing and hunting al only t 


Avoid driving on gravel bars : : 


Cross streams only at ; 
_ established crossings — 


Don’t use streams as travel routes 


and don’t remove woody material 


- from stream chance or gravel 
: sabe: ae : 


Don’t dam streams 


Don't trample pdeuieg beds 


when wading or fishing 


"Recreational activities 4 
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Wading and Fishing 


its fun to wade and play in streams. 
‘Temporary dams sometimes are 

_ created to provide wading pools, — 
_ These can block fish trying to getto 
_ Spawning areas and the pooiscan 


strand young fish. Walking on 


spawning beds while wading or 


fishing can disrupt incubating eggs, _ - 


compact wave ad “ up silt, 





Gillnette1 





Seal Problems... ? 


We are the authorized distributors of California Seal Control 
Marine mammal protection devices and are now able to ship 
ground service anywhere in the continental USA. Call or 
write 


today for more information and a free brochure! 


Shell crackers available, too! 


California Seal Control 
2190 Signal Place, San Pedro, CA 90731 


310-831-5516 
310-832-2633 
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PIZZA PARLOUR 
“Hard to find, but worth the time” 






Come See Us 
For All of Your 
Seafood and 
Catering Needs! 


(503) 325-9592 


229 West Marine Drive 
Astoria, Oregon WE SHIP! 


http://uniontownfishmarket.com 







WE DELIVER! 
¢ Salad Bar with 35 Items 
Sub Sandwiches * Lunch Buffet 
eltalian Dinners * Beer & Wine 
Sun-Thur 11-11, Fri-Sat till 12 
Order ahead for pick-up 


325-2855 620 Olney, Astoria 
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Poets Corner 


Summer 2007 





We feature fisher poem laureate, Dave 
Densmore, with two of his latest creations. 


BOATS 


| guess a boat's a funny thing, 
Around which to build your life. 
Some chase money and power, 
Others live for family and wife. 


Now, I'll be the first to admit, 

| love all the above. 

But there’s something about a 
pure-white boat, 

Shining like a dove. 


A pretty salmon-seiner, 

All decked out jut right, 

Slipping across a glassy bay, 
Lord, makes my throat feel tight. 


And a graceful little troller, 
Quietly working at its trade, 
Is such a thing of beauty, 

It always makes my day. 


Or, how about that gillnet boat, 
Planeing up on step, 

Charging in with bone in her teeth, 
To slap out another set. 


And of course those Halibut 
schooners, 

No one can quibble there. 
To watch one slip along, 
Will just wipe out your cares. 


Well | guess | love them all, 

They've give me alife of bliss. 

But if you want to know the awful 
truth? 

They’ all just built to haul dead fish! 


Dave Densmore 
FAREWELL 


Took a fall the other day. 

| admit it’s not the first. 

No such thing as, “Golden Years” 
Old’s a thing to just be cursed. 


Kids claim to see salmon jumping 
Where looks unruffled water to me, 
Naw, | just don’t think there’s as 
many 

Around as there used to be. 


| need to change the oil, 

| know it’s well past time. 

But | feel so stiff and achy, 
Guess I'll do it a little later down 
the line. 


Bunk’s hard, don’t seem as able, 
To sleep much any more. 

But it surely takes more effort 
To just get out the door. 


Most new kids just seem 
So incredibly dumb, 
No hunger for professional pride, 





Or sense of a job well done. 


I'm tired of trying to teach, 

The same things over and over 
again, 

Just to see the lessons thrown away, 
When the seasons come to an end. 


So many things have changed, 
Even!can plainly see. 

Yeah, time has moved right along, 
And just forgotten about me. 


I’ve really loved this life 

With all its many gifts. 

But not much fun anymore 
When everything aches like this. 


Guess | may as well 

Just put it all up for sale, 
Though I'm still hanging tough, 
But all to what avail. 


| have to face, It's way past my time 
For me to just let go 

And try to accept that even | 

Am finally getting old. 


Oh, | still love to watch those fish 
Flipping down in my fish hold. 
But that last fall just told me, 
I’ve finally grown too old. 


Dave Densmore 


“The Commercial Fisherman’s Eyecare Specialist” 


= 
(By ’ North Coast Vision Center 
ee §) ~=Laura M. Gianelli, O.D. 

Walter R. Receconi, O.D. 


Family Vision Care ¢ Contact Lenses 
Pre & Post Surgical Care * Fashon Frames 


577 18th Street, Astoria, OR 97103 
(503) 325-4401 Fax (503) 325-3278 








Do You Remember? 





Mike Haggren 


Mike Haggren was 
truly one of the most 
outstanding Gillnett- 
ers on the Columbia 
River in his time. He 
fished for many years on the river 
from the 1920’s through the 1960’s and 
was well known by all. He also fished 
in Alaska on Cook Inlet out of Kenai 
and the Kenai River. 

He was one of the last of the so- 
called “Spit Fshermen”, who would 
lay down their net out close to the 
Clatsop Spit and then go around the 
outside to pick it up back in the ocean. 
This took place of course, in the 1920’s 
and early 1930’s before deadlines were 
added at the mouth of the river. Early 
fall Chinook were just entering the 
river in mid-August and this was the 
best, and in some seasons, the only 
way to make good early catches. One 
year he made a daring rescue of a fel- 
low fisherman whose engine had quit 
in the surf. 

In 1934, early in the May season, 
he caught a large 43 pound Royal 
Chinook Salmon that was presented 
to President Franklin Roosevelt, by 
the City of Astoria. The President had 
been in the area sport fishing, but was 
not successful, so Haggrens Cannery 
Union Fishermens Coop made the 
presentation of this large salmon. 

Haggren was still fishing alone at 
age 80 and like so many senior citizens 
of his age with Finnish ancestry, he 
still walked fast, and even climbed 
Saddle Mountain. He passed away in 
1976. 

His son Herman and son in laws 
Ron Collman and Karlo Karna as well 
as his namesake grandson Mike, and 
others in the family continue to carry 
on the the commercial fishing tradi- 
tion. 

Picture and information credit to 
Ron and Lila Collman 


Bill Puustinen 


Bill Puustinen was 
the only contracted 
Seal Hunter on the 
Columbia River that the State of Or- 





egon has ever had. He was the natural 
choice for the job when the position 
opened in 1959 by the Oregon Fish 
Commission, in answer to large num- 
bers, with heavy damages to Salmon 
and the Fishing Industry by the Pin- 
nepeds. He and his brothers had in 
previous years, hunted extensively for 
the twenty five dollar per scalp bounty 
program on seals. In harmony with his 
Gillnet fishing, Bill continued with this 
until his appointed contract. 

He operated out of his home port on 
Svensen Slough and with his double 
ended Gillnet boat, “Gray Ghost” be- 
cause of its non-distinct grey color, he 
would travel the many channels and 
between islands in the Columbia River 
Estuary, from Puget Island to the Bar. 

He always kept a very accurate log 
of his sealing activities each day and 
he concentrated only just previous 
to a season opening and the first few 
days. His major purpose was to keep 
the seals “herded out of the river”, and 
harassed during fishing periods, and 
not necessarily to kill them. 

Bill continued his Gillnetting for 
many years making his last drift with 
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the Gray Ghost in 1989 at the age of 
86. He died in 1995 at the age of 92. 

With the advent of the National Ma- 
rine Mammal act of 1970, his contract, 
of course, came to an end. At age 67, 
and with his love of the river, he could 
have continued for many more years. 

Puustinen was also very active in 
the prominent fishermens organiza- 
tions, Columbia River Fishermens Pro- 
tective Union, serving as Legislative 
and Conservation Chairman for may 
years. Having gone to the University 
of Oregon majoring in Journalism, 
he wrote most of the Union Position 
Papers and conducted much of the 
communication with Federal and State 
Agencies in those years. 

He was featured in both the OSU 
Sea Grant film “Mammals of the Sea”, 
in 1980 and in the 1989 Sea Grant-Co- 
lumbia River Maritime Museum video 
“Work is Our Joy”, The story of the 
Columbia River Gillnetter. 


First hand information - 
Jon Westerholm 
Photo - Puustinen family collection. 
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Mystery Photos 





Clarence Demase correctly identified this mystery 

photo, from our last summer issue of the Gillnetter, 
—— ai == as Ted Farnsworth and his Bowpicker from the 

How many of these Astoria High School Reeder Drift above St. Helens. 

“Fishermen” were also gillnetters? 





Can anyone help in the identification of this Basketball pic- 
ture or any of the players in it? It was submitted by Eldon 
Korpela and comes from the early 1920's. 
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Hydraulic Marine 
Equipment Co., Inc.& 


92954 Knappa Dock Rd. 
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Pax OU 3.400 0022 Columbia River Gillnet rollers 
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The nicely repaired and finished boat, shown above, is the same dilapidated Mystery Photo boat from the 
Summer 2004 Gillnetter, that had belonged to the Fornas Family, and was found at the Bumble Bee Ship- 
yard a few years ago. It was completely refurbished by new owner George Beall of Portland. He had boat 
carpenter Gilbert Vik from Puget Island do the work. It is truly a unique craft and is now in beautiful condi- 


tion. We will provide more information on this boat in a future edition of the Gillnetter. 


The pictures show before and after. 
Photos thanks to John Affolter. 
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Special Dedication to 
Gillnetter Supreme 
Albin “Abby” Ihander 


Abbey Ihander was one of those 
individuals that was well liked by 
everyone. From his fellow gillnetters, 
down on the net rack or out on the 
river, to people on the street, along the 
waterfront, or in the coffee or barber 
shops, he was a “Gem”. His easy go- 
ing slow talking manner made him 
everybodies friend. 


He started gillnetting on the 
Columbia River when he was a young 
teenager, and like most Astoria kids of 
his time, he loved to play basketball. 
His strong desire for catching Salmon 
and playing basketball for Astoria 
High Schools “Fishermen”, related to 
what former famous player and coach, 
Wally Palmberg, said in his book 
“Towards One Flag”, fishing and bas- 
ketball, “and in that order”. He pulled 
boat for his dad in Bristol Bay Alaska, 
at age 15, for his first trip north. His 
65 year Gillnetting career carried him 
from Astoria, and the Columbia River, 
to Kenai, Alaska, and the Cook Inlet, 
and back , continuously. 


His wife Janice went with him 
many of those years to Kenai to cook 
and keep house in their trailer, and 
son Kirk pulled boat while son Mark 
fished his own boat nearby. It was a 
happy “family affair”. Janice acknowl- 
edges that it has been tough the last 
few months, especially during the 
holidays, without Abby around. 


Janice, Mark, Kirk, and the rest of 
the family extend a huge thank you 
to everyone for their donations and 
terrific show of compassion in honor 
of Abby. (See front page and page 35 
summer 2007 issue). 


Photo credit to Lori Assa - Daily Astorian 


Abby, and his son Kirk, picking up a few 
years ago, during the Spring Salmon 
Season on the Columbia. They are in the 
stern of his 32 foot reel boat, Robin Joy, 
named after his daughter, which he fished 
for many years. 
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A Wave Goodbye 


Nicholas (Nick) Budnick 

Born April 13, 1944, passed 
away Dec. 4, 2007. He grew up 
fishing with his dad and family 
in Brookfield, WA. He gillnetted 
in Puget Sound and Bristol Bay. 

Nick was a Vietnam Veteran. He served 
his time on Aircraft Carriers. He then went to 
work for NOAA and was on Research Ships in 
Alaska. 

Nick went to work and ran Consolidated 
Net & Twine for numerous years, building and 
supplying nets for people and businesses in the 
US and other countries. 

He ran Nick’s Net Shop in Dillingham, 
AK for many years. Nick then went to work 
for Lummi Fisheries Supply in Bellingham, 
WA. He worked winters in Bellingham and his 
spring and summers in Cordova, AK. He 
loved young people that were willing to work 
and learn about nets and fishing. He would hold 
classes for anyone young and old that wanted 
to learn the art of net hanging and mending. 

Nick worked hard all his life and helped 
anyone that asked him for it. He loved duck 
hunting and fishing and just running around in 
his skiff on the Columbia River. 

He will be missed by many, as he was a 
very knowledgeable and talented man in the 
netting business. 

He is survived by his mother, Evelyn of 
Puget Island, two brothers and two sisters. 

He was preceded by his Father Gus. At 
his request there was no service. Donations 
in his name to Children’s Orthopedic, Ducks 
Unlimited or Salmon For All, suggested by the 
family. Becks Funeral Home, Edmonds, WA 
was in charge of arrangements. 





Richard Frank Skipper 
World War II Veteran, 91 

Richard Frank Skipper, 91, 
of Knappa, died Sunday, July 22, 
2007 in Astoria. 

He was born May 4, 1916, 
in Portland, to Herbert and Lilly 
Skipper. 

The family moved to Newberg when he 
was young. In 1928 he moved to the Hillcrest 
area of Svensen where he attended Hillcrest 
Grade School. He graduated from Knappa High 
School in 1934. 

He married Ellen W.. Rautio of Svensen 
Feb. 9, 1943. She preceded him in death July 2, 


1993. 





He married Violet Grove of Svensen. She 
survives. 

Upon graduation from high school, Mr. 
Skipper went to work for the Pillsbury Flour 
Mill in Astoria until he was drafted into the 
U.S. Army in 1941. He was a tank sergeant 
in Gen. George Patton’s 9th armored division 
fighting on the front lines both in the Battle of 
the Bulge and Omaha Landing on the beaches 
of Normandy. He received a Bronze Star, a 
Silver Star, a Purple Heart and a Good Conduct 
Medal. 

After World War II, he returned to Astoria 
and received a journeyman’s electrical license. 
He worked for Alladin Electric in Astoria until 
it closed, then for Hildebrands, where he stayed 
as appliance repairmen until he retired. He also 
maintained a small business selling eggs to the 
local and surrounding communities. 

Mr. Skipper was a longtime member of the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers. 

Family members said he was an avid gar- 
dener, hunter and fisherman. He loved to read, 
and enjoyed his travels to Alaska. Above all, he 
loved nature and spending time with his family. 

In addition to his wife, he is survived by 
a son and daughter-in-law, Richard and Nora 
Skipper; a daughter and son-in-law, Peggy 
and Frank Slette; five grandchildren, Dione, 
Cynthia and Meghann Sipper, Heidi Moore and 
Eli Skipper; one sister-in-law, Katie Skipper, 
six great-grandchildren; one great-great-grand- 
daughter; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by two brothers, 
George and Sydney Skipper. 

Visitation will be held from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Thursday at Caldwell’s Luce-Layton 
Mortuary in Astoria. 

A graveside service will be held at 11 a.m. 
Friday at Greenwood Cemetery in Astoria. A 
reception will follow at 1 p.m. at Crossroads 
Community Church in Svensen 

Memorial contributions may be made 
to the Columbia River Gillnetter Associa- 
tion, or to a charity of one’s choice, in care 
of Caldwell’s Luce-Layton Mortuary, 1165 
Franklin Ave., Astoria, OR 97103. 


Harry M. Sollars 
Decorated World War II Veteran, 90 

Harry M. Sollars, 90, of Astoria, died 
Saturday, Dec. 8, 2007, in Astoria. ez 

He was born Nov. 27, 1917, 
in Potomac, IIl., to Azariah and 
Elizabeth (Spain) Sollars. j 

On May 19, 1943, he married 
Bette Belle Sasnett. She preceded 





him in death in 1983. 

In 1988, he married Betty M. Thomes. 
They later divorced. 

Mr. Sollars served in the U.S. Marine 
Corps from 1942 to 1945, and was discharged 
as a line sergeant. Stationed at the Marine bar- 
racks at the Naval Air Station in Astoria and 
Tongue Point, he participated in the battles of 
Saipan and Tinian in the Marianas Islands. He 
was awarded the Purple Heart. 

Mr. Sollars was retired from Standard Oil. 
He coached Little League baseball for several 
years and was a high school basketball referee 
in Clatsop County for 18 years. 

He was a lifetime member of the Elks 
Lodge in Astoria. 

He is survived by three sons and daugh- 
ters-in-law, Dan and Eva Sollars of Knappa, 
Steve and Candy Sollars of Astoria and Rolin 
and Barbara Sollars of Texas; five grandchil- 
dren, Greg Sollars of Idaho, Jimmy Sollars 
of Knappa, Tony Sollars of Washington, 
Chelle Sollars of Astoria and Angela Perdue 
of Brownsmead; and 11 great grandchildren, 
Alexis and Gage Sollars, Lacey and Dillon 
Sollars, Shelby and Haley Sollars, Dawson 
Whiteside, Tyler Green, Wendi-Kay and Gauge 
Perdue and Kaleb Roe; many nieces, nephews 
and cousins. 

He was preceded in death by his wife and 
five sisters, Inez Sollars, Josie Downing, Mae 
Huffman, Cecil Ludwig and Grace Abbott; and 
three brothers, Glen, Curtis and Frank Sollars. 

At Mr. Sollars’ request, there will be no 
service. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Lower Columbia Hospice, 2111 Exchange 
St., Astoria, OR 97103. 

Caldwell’s Luce Layton Mortuary in Asto- 
ria is in charge of the arrangements. 


V. Gordon Gerttulla 
Seaside resident, 79 

V. Gordon Gerttulla, 79, of Seaside, died 
Wednesday, Aug. 8, 2007 at home. 

He was born Nov. 26, 1927, to Jalmar and 
Lucy Gerttula, in Astoria. His childhood was 
spent in Brownsmead, where he 
attended a one room school. He | 
went to Knappa and Astoria high f 
schools, graduating in 1945. 

On Nov. 24, 1948, he mar- 
ried Marie Davis in Astoria. She 
survives, residing in Seaside. 

After serving in the U.S. Navy V12 
program, he graduated from Oregon State 
University in 1949 with a degree in chemical 





engineering. His employment with the Crown 
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Zellerbach Corporation took him to Wauna 
and Portland; Washington towns of Camas, 
Port Angeles and Port Townsend; Bogalusa 
and St. Francisville, La; Baltimore; Ohio; and 
company headquarters in San Francisco, where 
he served as vice president, responsible for the 
container board division. 

Family members said that since his retire- 
ment he spent the majority of his time watching 
golf on TV or playing or reading about golf. 
He amassed eight holes in one in his golfing 
career. 

In addition to his wife, he is survived by 
two sisters, Joyce Smith and Carol Biel; four 
sons and three daughters-in-law, Steven and 
Suzi Gerttula, Ric and Paula Gerttulla, Gary 
Gerttula and Scott and Karen Gerttula; and 
three grandchildren, Tyler, Blake and Alison 
Gerttula. 

He was preceded in death by two brothers, 
Gene and Dick Gerttula. 

Following a private interment, a celebra- 
tion of life gathering will be held from 2 to 4 
p.m. Aug.. 25 at the Astoria Golf & County 
Club. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Chautauqua Center Association, P.O. Box 
2116, Gearhart, OR 97138. 


William “Norm” Welch, Sr. 1929-2007 

William Norman “Norm” Welch, Sr. of 
Veneta, who formerly lived in Westport and 
taught in Clatskanie, died Sept. 1 at his home at 
the age of 78. 

He was born March 4, 1924 in Astoria 
to William and Irene (Smethurst) Welch. He 
was the descendant of Oregon Trail pioneers 
and the Welch family was recently honored 
by a park dedication at the homestead site of 
Gresham. 

Norman spent most of his young years 
in Westport, graduatinh from Westport High 
School in 1947. While in high school, he 
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played baseball and was an outstanding player 
while attending Linfield College in McMin- 
nville. He earned a bachelors degree in 
education from Linfield in 1952 and obtained 
a masters degree in the late 1950’s. He married 
Carol Fahlstrom on March 10, 1956 in Astoria. 

He first taught in Astoria and them as- 
sumed a teaching post in the Clatskanie School 
District for approximately four years. Norm 
served as a teacher and administrator in school 
districts throughout Oregon during his 33-year 
career in education. 

Following college, he played semi-profes- 
sional baseball and was a member of the Drain 
Black Sox that won the National Baseball Con- 
gress (NBC) championship in 1958 and was 
inducted into the Oregon Sports Hall of Fame 
in 2000. 

Following his retirement, he sold health 
insurance, substitute taught and continued to 
play baseball into his 70’s. 

He served in the Oregon National Guard, 
was a 50-year member of the Masons, includ- 
ing participation in the Clatskanie Lodge, was 
active in the Lions and the Elks, was a reader 
in his church, The Anglican Fellowship of the 
Living Word in Eugene, served in a number of 
volunteer organizations, assisted friends and 
enjoyed gardening. 

Survivors include: his wife, Carol Welch, 
at home; two sons William Norm Welch, Jr. 
of Veneta and David Welch of Otis; daughter, 
Teresa Welch of Eugene; seven grandchildren, 
and two sisters, Jeanette Welch of Seaside and 
Nancy Welch of Spokane, He was preceded 
in death by a daughter, Jennifer and a grand- 
daughter, Krista. 

A memorial service was held Sept. 14 at 
the Musgrove Family Center in Eugene. Burial 
was Sept. 7 at Greenwood Cemetery in Astoria. 

Memorial contributions have been sug- 
gested to the Oregon Commission for the 
Blind, 535 SE 12th Avenue, Portland, OR 
97214. 
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Robert H. ‘Bob’ Blair 
Former Astoria resident, 91 

Robert H. “Bob” Blair, 91 of Eugene, for- 
merly of Astoria, died Sunday, July 29, 2007, 
in Eugene. 

He was born Dec. 6, 1915, in Astoria, to 
(John) Floyd and Hilda (Takalo) Blair. 

Raised in Brownsmead and at Youngs 
River Falls, he graduated from Astoria High 
School in 1932. 

In 1942, he married Cilvia 
M. Winters in Longview, Wash. 
She preceded him in death. 

Mr. Blair was employed as 
a log scaler, timber buyer and 
accountant for forest products 
companies. He worked in Clatsop, Tillamook, 
Columbia, Douglas and Lane counties and in 
British Columbia, retiring in 1978. 

Family members said he enjoyed bird 
hunting, salmon fishing, fly fishing, clam dig- 
ging and many outdoor activities. 

He is survived by three sons, John and 
Eugene Blair of Eugene and Roger Blair of 
Astoria; a sister, Nancy Flint of Las Vegas; a 
brother Philip Blair of Astoria; six grandchil- 
dren; nine great-grandchildren; one great-great 
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grandchild; five nieces; and 11 nephews. 

In addition to his wife, he was preceded in 
death by a sister, Doris Shepard. 

A memorial will be held in the fall at a 
time and place to be announced. 

Rest Haven Memorial Park and Funeral 
Home in Eugene is in charge of the arrange- 
ments. 


William P. Wood 

Tugboat man, Golfer, Sailor 

William Phillips Wood 

B. June 12, 1916, Oregon City, OR 

D. October 13, 2007, in Bellevue, WA 

Bill was raised in Washougal, WA and 
attended the University of Washington. A mem- 
ber of Kappa Sigma fraternity, he worked in 
Alaska each spring and summer as captain and 
engineer on a cannery tender. 

Bill’s entire career was in the marine field, 
beginning with the Seattle-Tacoma Shipbuild- 
ing Co. in Tacoma. After WWII he began a 
30-year career with Foss Launch & Tug, retir- 
ing as Senior Vice President. He then helped 
organize Marine Power and Equipment Co. as 
Vice President and General manager. He had a 
major influence on Northwest tugboat design. 
His boats have a distinctive stack, and they 
look like “real” tugboats, according to his sons. 
Many of these tugs are still in service, from the 
Shannon Foss (1957) to the Marine Challenger 
from the late 70’s. Bill was chairman of the 
Puget Sound Society of Naval Architects & 
Marine Engineers and a charter member of the 
Society of Port Engineers, who selected him as 
1972 Man of the Year. 

Bill was an ardent golfer, spending winters 
in Indian Wells, CA., and an avid Husky 
football fan. He was a Life Member of Seattle 
Yacht Club and past commodore and Life 
Member of Bellingham Yacht Club. 

He married Justine Foss in 1940, and 
has two sons, Phil Wood (Judy Mahoney) 
and Gary Foss Wood (Kerri). After Justine’s 
death in 1970, Bill married Gloria Redmon 
and gained stepson Fred Redmon (Anne) and 
stepdaughters Christine Crowder (Art) and 
Kimberly Slaker (Tim). Bill is survived by 
numerous grandchildren, who will greatly miss 
him. 


A memorial service was held at the Seattle . 


Yacht Club. 

Remembrances may be sent to the William 
P. Wood Scholarship, c/o the University of 
Washington College of Engineering, PO Box 
352180, Seattle, WA 98195-2180. 


Irene Kondos Rulli 
July 31, 1921 - December 18, 2007 

Irene Rulli was born in Clifton, Ore., the 
eldest of five children born to Maria and Deme- 
trios Kondos, immigrants from Andros, Greece. 
Irene attended Westport High School, then 
worked as the office secretary for the Westport 


Lumber Mill, the town’s largest 
employer. 

She married Eldo Rulli in 
1946, and soon after the couple 
moved to Portland where she 
helped her husband with the 
business they owned. Irene was a dedicated 
employee at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Church in Portland for 17 years and she deeply 
loved her faith and her Church. Irene valued 
her family above all and she was fortunate to 
spend time with her grandchildren, and also 
baby sat children in her home. 

She is survived by her children, Mi- 
chael Rulli of Dallas, Texas, Hon James and 
Jeanie Rulli of Vancouver Wash., and Nick and 
Christine Rulli of Lake Oswego. She is also 
survived by her sister, Mina Tiniakos; and her 
twin brothers, Nick and Michael Kondos. Irene 
was blessed with seven grandchildren, Tonya 
Riddell of Portland, Tiffany Richardson of 
Spokane, Christopher and Alexander Rulli of 
Dallas, Texas, Alexandra, Arianna, and Nicho- 
las Rulli of Lake Oswego. She also had four 
great-grandchildren, Geneva, Sophia, Georgia 
and Cheyenne; and her nieces and nephews, 
Mary, Katherine, Mary, Stephanie, Kimberly, 
Dimitri and Anthony. Irene was predeceased by 
her husband, Eldo; sister, Orsa Falangus; and 
niece Gina Kosmas. 

Funeral services are at 11 a.m. Friday, 
Dec. 21 at Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathe- 
dral, 3131 NE Glisan St., Portland, OR 97232. 

Memorial gifts may be made to Camp 
Agape, Kids ’N’ Cancer, c/o Holy Trinity, or 
The American Cancer Society. 

Riverview Abbey Funeral Home, Direc- 





tors. 


Fred Waine Korhonen 

World War II veteran, 89 

Fred Wayne Korhonen, 89 of Astoria, died 
Tuesday, Dec. 18, 2007, in Portland. 

He was born Nov. 20, 1918, in Astoria, to 
Waino Korhonen and Lempi (Kuurila) Kuivala. 
His parents and stepfather, Jon Kuivala, pre- 
ceded him in death. 

He graduated from Astoria High School. 


During World War IT, he 
served in the U.S Army Air 
Corps on the B-29 as a ball turret [eam 
gunner. He was a prisoner of war |"%a 
in Germany. 

On Nov. 12, 1948, he mar- Ss 
ried Mary Korhonen in Astoria. She survives, 
residing in the Burnside area of Astoria. 

Mr. Korhonen was a mill worker at the 
Astoria plywood mill, He was a carpenter, and 
built his house in Burnside and a number of 
other local houses. He was also a fisherman, 
and built his own gillnet boat. 

He was a member of the War Birds, and 
faithfully attended “‘fishermen’s coffee” at the 
Cannery Cafe. 

Family members said he loved golf. He 
made his large yard into a miniature golf 
course. After retirement, he enjoyed writing 
editorials to The Daily Astorian expressing his 
political and environmental views. 

In addition to his wife, Mr. Korhonen is 
survived by four sons and a daughter-in-law, 
Andrew Korhonen and Edward and Teresa Ko- 
rhonen, all of Astoria, Fred Korhonen Jr. of Los 
Angeles and John Korhonen of Portland; four 
daughters and two sons-in-law, Mary Burk of 
Burnside, Shawn and Fred Alfonse of Astoria, 
Leslie Blewett of Black Diamond Wash., and 
Gemma and John Abraham of Oregon City; 
and 11 grandchildren, Josh Korhonen, Mario, 
Mike and Brian Alfonse, Liisa (Alfonse) 
Harvey, Heidi, Tricia and Shawna Burk and 
Lauren, Jared and Phillip Abraham. 

He was preceded in death by two children, 
Karl and Sara Korhonen; a stepbrother, Toivo 
Kuivala; and a step-sister Ester Knutsen. 

A private family service will be held. A 
public memorial will be announced later. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Disabled American Veterans, Attn: Gift 
Processing, P.O. Box 14301, Cincinnati, OH 
45250-0301. 

Caldwell’s Luce Layton Mortuary in Asto- 
ria is in charge of the arrangements. 





Vernon Hall Bagley 
Former Knappa resident, 96 

Vernon Hall Bagley, 96, of Newberg, 
formerly of Knappa, died Wednesday, July 25, 
2007, in Newberg. 

He was born Juy 13, 1911, in Portland, to 
Walter Philander and Martha (Owen) Bagley. 
After attending grade school and high school 
in the Knappa School District, he attended Or- 
egon State Agricultural College (now Oregon 
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State University). 

In 1963, he married Laurinda 
Krocker. She preceded him in 
death in 1963. 

He married Beth E. Hockett 
in 1964. She survives, residing in 
Newberg. 

Mr. Bagley worked in logging most of his 
ife. He had his own company in partnership 
with two of his sons. In 1967, he moved to 
Newberg, and began working for MAVE Co., 
a manufacturer of nut harvesting equipment. 
He worked in the maintenance department of 
George Fox College for nine years. 

After retirement, he worked as buildings 
and grounds manager at Spaulding Oaks and 
did grounds work for Northwest Yearly Meet- 
ing Office and the Friends Cemetery. 

Mr. Bagley started several rural Sunday 
schools. He was a lay pastor at Knappa Assem- 
bly of God for a few years. He served as the 
first president of the Newberg Chapter of Men 





With Vision of World Gospel Mission. He also 
served as secretary and treasurer of Newberg 
Optimist Club, and was a charter member of 
Volunteers On Wheels. He also helped with 
many projects at George Fox University, Twin 
Rocks and Quaker Hill Camps. 

Family members said he had a strong 
interest in missions. 

In addition to his wife, he is survived by 
a son and daughter-in-law, Daniel and Carolyn 
Bagley of Estacada; a daughter-in-law, Betty 
Bagley of Sweet Home; seven grandchildren, 
Gary, Brenda, Melum, Luanne, Sharon, Mi- 
chael and Sonja McCarty; five great grandchil- 
dren; and one great-great-granddaughter. 

A graveside service was held this morning 
at Friends Cemetery in Newberg. 

A memorial will be held at 11 a.m. Aug. 6 
at Newberg Friends Church. 

Attrell’s Newberg Funeral Chapel in New- 
berg is in charge of the arrangements. 


Hughes-Ransom 
Cremation and Mortuaries 


“ALWAYS THERE IN YOUR TIME OF NEED” 
Serving Clatsop County since 1913 in Astoria, 
In Seaside since 1950 


Owner Larry Peterson, licensed 


Insurance agent and fully licensed 


Director Michael O’Connor, fully 


Licensed Director Eric Wright, 


and Attendant Larry Jamieson are 


always ready to serve you. 


Larry, Eric 
& Michael 


ASTORIA 


your every need. # 





Available 24 Hours a Day, 
7 Days.a Week, providing 
complete funeral and 
cremation services to fulfill 


220 N. Holladay” Seaside 
738-6622 
976-12th Street, Astoria 
325-2535 
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Lillian McCauley Lee 

Knappa resident, 89 

Lillian McCauley Lee, 89, of Knappa, died 
Wednesday, Oct. 24, 2007, in Astoria. 

She was born April 13, 1918, to Dave and 
Ann (Smith) McCauley in Calgary, Canada. 
The family moved to Brownsmead in August 
1918. She attended Brownsmead Grade School 
and Knappa High School for two years. 

On Dec. 12, 1936, she married Claire A. 
Lee in Vancouver, Wash. The couple moved 
to Tonika, IIl., in 1936, back to Brownsmead 
in 1938, to Seaside in 1940, and back to 
Brownsmead in 1949, finally settling in 
Knappa in 1951. 

Mrs. Lee was a homemaker. She also 
worked in the pea fields of Brownsmead. 

Family members said she loved following 
the Knappa basketball teams and was an avid 
fan of the Portland Trail Blazers when Clyde 
Drexler played for them. She enjoyed going to 
Reno, Nev., twice a year and anything outdoors 
including picking blackberries and going on 
picnics at Big Creek. 

She is survived by a daughter and son- 
in-law, Claire “Tammy” and Kenny Green of 
Knappa; four grandchildren and their spouses, 
Lynn and Gary Van Bladeren of St. Joseph, 
Mich., Teri and Jerry Arguello of Arizona, 
Tami and Ben Gardner of Gresham and Scott 
and Darla Green of Warrenton; six great-grand- 
children and their spouses, Chris and Lisa Van 
Bladeren of St. Joseph, Josh and Cassie Gard- 
ner of Gresham, Daniel Green of Bend, Kari 
Green of Sacramento, Calif., James Green of 
Beaverton and Tyler Green of Warrenton; a sis- 
ter-in-law, Harriet Lee of Roseburg; 10 nieces 
and nephews and their spouses, Dave and Sue 
Corkill of Astoria, Bryan and Nora Corkill, 
Dave McCauley III and Charles and Virginia 
Meadows, all of Knappa, David and Jackie Lee 
of Poulsbo, Wash., Sharon and Dick Sheff of 
Seattle, Margy and Phil Lauderdale of Arizona, 
Margaret and Elmer Liebert of Portland and 
Harry Lee and Harriet and Jim Kuhns, all of I- 
linois; and numerous great nieces and nephews 
and step-grandchildren, 

There will be a graveside service at 1 p.m. 
Thursday at Ocean View Cemetery in Warren- 
ton. 

Memorial contributions may be made to 
Clatsop Care Center of Knappa/Svensen Fire 
Department, in care of Hughes-Ransom Cre- 
mation & Mortuaries, 576 12th., Astoria, OR 
97103 





Ernest A Alne 
1909-2007 

Earnest A Alne (98), Astoria native passed 
away Nov. 18, 2007, in Beaverton. He was 
born on Sept. 2, 1909, to Harold and Caroline 
Fronsdal Alne. He was the younger brother of 
Arthur, who became a MD and practiced for 
many years in Southern Cali- 
fornia. Ernest worked summers 
during college as a deep-sea fish- 
erman on boats out of Astoria. He 
graduated with a business degree 
from the University of Oregon 
in 1931 in the depths of the Great Depression, 
when finding a job as an accountant was virtu- 
ally impossible. Ernest stayed on at the Univer- 
sity to do graduate work and in 1932 became 
the youngest person to pass the Oregon CPA 
exam. He was active for several years as a CPA 
for the dairy industry in Northwest Oregon. 

Ernest married Trine Swensen, a nurse 
from the Norwegiasn community in North 
Dakota, in Portland in 1937. They lived in 
Astoria until 1947, when they moved to San 
Gabriel, Calif. They had two children, Daniel 
and Marilee. In 1966 after many happy years 





of marriage, Trine passed away. Daniel died in 
1986. 

In 1967, Ernest married Helen Wohl 
Kolden, a career nurse and also a native of 
Astoria. They lived in San Gabriel and Hemet, 
Calif., until their recent move to the Portland 
area. For many years they have owned a 
condominium in Cannon Beach and enjoyed 
time spent there with family and friends. They 
traveled to many places in Europe and the 
Holy Land, but seemed to spend the most time 
and to be the happiest when they were visiting 
Norway, the land of their ancestry. 

Ernest leave family and many friends who 
are grateful that they knew him and rejoice in 
his eternal victory. He is survived by his wife, 
Helen; her two daughters, Gail Kolden Sheets 
(David) and Jan Kolden Poujade (Harold) of 
Portland; and by his daughter, Marilee Alne 


Schroeder (William) of Atherton, Calif. He also 


will be greatly missed by this three grand- 
daughters, Kristen Schroeder Vilhauer (Tom), 
currently living in Hong Kong Kari Britt 
Schroeder and Kimberly Joy Schroeder who 
live in Northern California. 

A memorial service was held at Bethany 
Lutheran Church, 451 34th St., Astoria, at 1 
p.m., Friday, November 23, 2007. Memorials 
may be sent to California Lutheran University, 
60 W Olsen Rd., #1600, Thousand Oaks, CA 
91360. 


Obituaries courtesy of The Daily Astorian 


Are you prepared? 


Do you know how you can save money and have peace of 
mind by paying funeral expenses in advance? 







Are your personal records organized so your family will receive 
the insurance and other benefits you’ve provided? 


Do you know how to shelter funds for funerals before applying 
for medicaid? 























Do you want to save your children from deciding what kind 
of funeral arrangement you want and avoid the hardship of the 

children paying for your funeral expenses personally at the time 
of your death? 


We give you many options to choose 
from, show you how you can save 
money in advance not only on your 
funeral expenses, but your cemetery 
and headstone choices. We give you 
the time you need to think about your 
choices before prearrangements are 
finalized. We want to make sure you 
are comfortable with your decisions. 


This is the care our family can give 
yours. Our care simply knows no 
bounds. 













Renee Caldwell 
Licensed Funeral Director 





CALDWELL’S LUCE-LAYTON MORTUARY 
1165 Tranklin Ave. ¢ Astoria ¢ (503) 325-1811 










CALDWELL’S FUNERAL & 
CREMATION ARRANGEMENTS CENTER 


CALDWELLS 113 N. Holladay « Seaside * (503) 738-9936 


ASTORItA ~ SEASIDE 


The Northwest’s Largest Independent Tire Dealer 


McCALL 
TIRE CENTER 


Warrenton & Seaside 


Serving you 8 am till 6 pm Mon-Fri 
8 am till 5 pm Saturday 


1167 SE Marlin Ave, Warrenton (503) 861-3252 
2155 South Holladay, Seaside (503) 738-9243 





Behemoths 





1. Pillsbury Flour Mill-Port of Astoria 
West Mooring Basin 





Sea Lions at the East Mooring Basin 
Astoria 








2. Ships anchored on the Columbia 
Astoria 


4. RR Bridge and Snag Scow 
Foggy Blind Slough 
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